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Shiro Kawada was an active economist in the late Meiji and early Showa era who
asserted women’s suffrage and equal pay for equal work. This paper examines the
historical significance of his idea of “Danjo-Byodo” (the equality between men and
women) and his gender perspective, including his disapproval of discriminatory treat-
ment of the sexes based on sexual differences.

He divided sexual differences into two distinguishable differences : “biological
difference” and “social difference”. Moreover, he pointed that the latter is socially
constructed. In other words, he argued that the idea that distinction made between
the two sexes is natural and fair has theoretically supported sexism.

His insight of socially constructed differences between men and women is
equipvalent to the concept of “gender”, which is assessed as one of significant
findings since the second wave feminism. And therefore his achievement is worth
the extra attention of this day.
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