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This paper discusses the implications of overseas migration as domestic
workers, for the life course of Filipino women migrants, especially those who are
single and without children. Focusing on the transformation of intra-household
gender relations, this paper analyzes the intersection of two respective time flow, the
continuity of overseas employment and the women’s life course including marriage
and childbirth.

The women discussed in this paper started their overseas work as singles, then
proceeded to marriage and childbirth in the Philippines; at the same time they
continued their work abroad. For these women migrants and their household
members, the negative concept of “absent mother,” which is often used in the context
of social problem to describe the women who migrate overseas, is seldom recalled.
These women’s accumulated experience of transnational migration are recognized
as a certain “career” within their newly formed households through marriage, thus
the continuity of overseas employment is not interrupted by life events such as
marriage and childbirth. It suggests that the emergence of the women’s transnational
life course that balances the local gender norm and overseas work, as well as the
possibility of a transnational “career” established within the new life course, gradu-
ally transforms the local gender norm itself.
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