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The nature of the relationships between King Edward II (1284-1327) and
his two favourites, Piers Gaveston (d. 1312) and Hugh Despenser the younger (d.
1326), has been interpreted as homosexual. However, it is difficult to draw con-
clusions about the relationships’ exact nature and so this paper instead focuses
on what contemporary accounts in the chronicle Vita Edwardi Secundi reveal
about the chronicler’s attitude towards their relationships. The court of Edward
IT is described as a highly homosocial environment in which bonds among men
were extremely important. In this respect, the close relationship between the
king and Gaveston was acceptable. It was the relationship’s exclusivity which
was problematic. Meanwhile, the reasons why Despenser was criticised are dif-
ferent. He is primarily accused of the ruthless expansion of his estates and
management of his economic activities. However, in the final part of Vita Ed-
wardi Secund: the attitude of the queen towards the relationship of the two
men is chronicled, with the queen accusing Despenser of interfering in her rela-
tionship with the king. This could be interpreted as homosexual bashing, and
could suggest that this difference of criticism between Gaveston and Despenser
reflects changes in contemporary attitudes towards sexuality in the early four-
teenth century English court.
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RIZY 2 AR I YA =THPNIN=F AL P THRALTOENTZNET D L. VitaDZFEHIL, LH
THhiHTA AN ——W%E [FRETHKEY (ferus et cupidus) | LG LT, BFTHLHT1 A
Ry —="{to [FEZX (malicia) 13X OME:E S (severitas) % EF>Twa ] EFHHLTWAE“,
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. o A ARSI E L2 KU — FTHAHRIIIC 2R, 2 E COFEOMEH L 134 R
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DOFHIEDOFROE L HESN%, FIREERTIZ A Y77 FCRLZERIERL] &
VA LR RBICISBAETERYN TN S, FILIEA v 7T v FAQIREZIEL L7215, 13264 FE 21T HEE
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