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This article examines the policies promoting women's participation in
STEM fields in Japan. The percentage of women doing research in these
fields is low compared to other countries. Since the early 2000s, researchers’
associations like EPMEWSE have played an active part in realizing the nation’s
commitment to the problem. Accordingly, the Second Basic Plan for Gender
Equality and the Third Science and Technology Basic Plan focused on these
problems. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) has administered programs aiding institutions to increase the
percentage of female researchers and develop family-friendly environments for
researchers since FY 2006. According to MEXT, the selected institutions have
witnessed an increase in the number of publications and winning of research
grants by women; women’s job separation decreased, the number of female
researchers increased, the number of female STEM students increased, and
the role of support systems continued. Meanwhile, some challenges still require
attention: a radical reassessment of work-life balance, under-representation of
women in senior positions, sluggish growth in the number of female students
nationwide, a very low rate of female researchers in the business sector, a lack
of understanding of positive action, and sustainability of the programs.
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