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Multiculturalism has been accused of preserving so-called illiberal cultural
norms that are oppressive to women. Critics of multiculturalism claim that
rather than giving political recognition to cultures, government should either
stop respecting cultural rights altogether and allow those minority illiberal cul-
tures to fade, or intervene directly into such cultures to enforce liberal rights
and norms. The former is problematic for women of minority cultural groups,
as it leaves them under oppressive cultural norms. The latter appears to be
more promising but in actuality, direct interventions may not always be helpful
to women in illiberal cultures.

In order to show this point, this paper first assesses how multiculturalism
can be harmful to women. Second, the liberal ways to deal with illiberal cul-
tures are reviewed. Third, taking the Sharia court case in Ontario, Canada as
an example, the effectiveness of liberal direct intervention is examined. Finally,
this paper indicates an alternative and more inclusive approach.
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