
This talk will describe the lives of samurai 
women of the Mori house in Tosa domain in the 
Edo period.  The Mori house was an average 200 
koku house of the rank of mounted guard.  Pat-
terns of government documentation tend to 
erase the presence of samurai women and make 
it difficult to recover stories of their lives, yet 
the abundant Mori family records allow us to 
reconstruct stories of their lives and also uncov-
er many of the untruths in daimyo government 
records that were created to preserve an image 
of stable patriarchy.
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