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What Do People Mean
When They Talk About
Constitutional Revision?
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Room 408, Graduate School of Humanities & Sciences Building, Ochanomizu University
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Kenneth Mori McElwain (Institute of Social Science, The University of Tokyo)

Moderator: EH IHEE (BT DkaFA%F IGSHIE) Ki-young Shin (Ochanomizu University)

Abstract

The Constitution of Japan is the oldest unamended constitution in the world, but debates to
revise this 70-year old document have picked up in the last decade. However, there remain
profound disagreements about whether the constitution needs to be amended, and if so, which
sections warrant greater scrutiny. Using data from an original survey experiment, I compare the
popularity of current constitutional provisions with that of the Liberal Democratic Party's 2012
amendment draft. I examine which aspects of the current constitution--human rights, Article 9,
political institutions--have stronger support, and compare preferences for constitutional revision
by partisanship, gender, age, and education.
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Kenneth McElwain is an associate professor of political science at the Institute of Social Science, University of
Tokyo. His research focuses on comparative political institutions, most recently on differences in constitutional

content across countries. He received his BA from Princeton University and PhD in political science from Stanford
University, and previously taught at the University of Michigan before moving to his current post in 2015.
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