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How can we analyze Cold War dynamics from a critical feminist perspective?

What methods and sources prove useful and what is our goal?

This seminar explores these questions DY N—R A BREERIE I LD S — oM

by examining the popularity of fashion MEOEACBFBTFvya vy a—H3E: T

shows in early 1950s Japan. American S MESDSOHEIEESR] EEHELET. 1950

women in Tokyo organized shows for cultural FRICBAICERSNE T 7 vy aYyya—&, B
Jan Bardsley exchange and charity benefits, often inviting %, S8 W3T. BRSUERSR. YT VS—, TT
;EIU;/E;%E%FE Japanese women. In turn, Japanese sewing S=RhEVfrF—TD— RCHBEEET,
; ;/7:;713, y }5”; ;g? schools held their own shows, inviting Americans. e, ERNS - SiRc3EE

Major fashion shows did diplomatic work, even SECCBNMVVERITET, AR %E -
celebrating the 1951 Security Treaty. Shows were lighthearted, but they PEEENSE LTOWETH, SmaeED
were not innocent. These runways promoted Cold War notions of security SIEHEDILET,

and economic success as intertwined with representations of gender, class,
race, and national identity. Drawing on recent feminist scholarship on Cold War

Japan, we take a fresh look at the politics of the 1950s fashion show.
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