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Abstract

Gender Politics in Ursula K. Le Guin’s Second Earthsea Trilogy: Postfemi-
nism, Queer Theory, and Anti—Global Capitalism

Kohei Aoki

This paper situates Ursula K. Le Guin’s second Earthsea trilogy in the context of 1990s
gender politics. After the second wave of feminism, Le Guin decided to revise the first
Earthsea trilogy, which had been a male-dominant story. In 1990, she published a fourth
Earthsea book, titled Tehanu, which has a stronger feminist narrative than the previous
three books and discusses the postfeminist situation. In the same month Tehanu was pub-
lished, Judith Butler released her book Gender Trouble, which undermined the cornerstone
of gender essentialism. Queer theory seems to be a good fit to analyze “Dragonfly,” the
sequel to Tehanu. However, in the 1990s, Nancy Fraser, in her criticism of identity politics,
argued that those who affirm identity politics just want their own recognition and do not
care about redistribution. In the era of neoliberalism, the choice between “recognition or
redistribution” was difficult to make. Seemingly intervening in such a situation, The Other
Wind was suddenly published. These works presented not only the strategy of 1990s gender
politics but also a critique of global capitalism, which means that both Butler’s achievement

and Fraser’s question are written in The Other Wind.
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