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This paper focuses on the politics of the rural-urban border in Beijing dur-
ing the shift of gender regimes at the beginning of the Reform and Open Door
Policy. For discussion, I adopt the analogy of double tiers of “reservoir” refer-
ring women and peasants as two labor sources in Mainland China. In early
1980s when the urban economy started the rationalization of female labor, All
China Women's Federation (ACWF) and the local Women's Federations (WF)
took all kinds of efforts to prevent women workers' withdrawal from their pro-
duction activities. One of their strategies was to establish intermediate services
for domestic workers. While extending this service for urban households, the
Beijing WF became involved in the migration process and labor management of
peasants to secure reproductive labor in the urban area. This paper examines
the re-articulation process of the tiers of the “reservoir” by referring to the arti-
cles in the ACWF newspaper and other publications.
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