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Abstract

Who Are “Women” under Conflicts? The Production of Subjectivities and
Sovereign Power in the Women, Peace and Security Agenda

Hisako Motoyama

The Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda, which is made up of the UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 and follow-up resolutions, aims to achieve sustainable peace by
mainstreaming gender in international security. However, as its name suggests, the agenda
has focused its concerns on “women” rather than gender relations. Who are these “women”
in the WPS agenda? How are they represented and positioned in the discursive practices of
international security?

This paper examines post-structural approaches on constitution of sovereign power and
the production of gendered and sexualized subjectivities in international relations. Through
this investigation, this study analyzes the fragmented and essentialized representation of
“women” in the WPS agenda as “figurations” that enable workings of sovereign power by
describing the world in knowable forms. By producing gendered, sexualized and racialized
knowledge about the nature of emergent threats and peace in the post-Cold War world,
“women” subjects help for sovereign powers that maintain and reproduce hierarchical order

of international security.

Keywords
Women, Peace and Security (WPS) Agenda, Security Council Resolution 1325, Sovereignty
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