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Abstract

Stories of Female Friendship in a Male-dominated Society: Female Bonds
in Kakuta Mitsuyo’s Woman on the Other Shore

Letizia Guarini

Female friendship is often regarded as temporary and fragile. In particular, because a
homosocial bond (an intimate same-sex relationship that is neither romantic nor sexual)
is usually identified in terms of male bonding, friendship among women has been largely
invisible and considered impossible. Thus, compared with stories of male friendship, stories
of friendship between women are rare.

In Japanese contemporary literature, Kakuta Mitsuyo explored the possibilities of female
bonds in her fiction. In Woman on the Other Shore (2004), she portrayed the possibilities of
female friendship through two stories: the plot develops as it alternates between the narra-
tion of Sayoko and Aoi’s friendship and that of Aoi’s past and her friendship with Nanako
during high school. Focusing on these alternating narrations, I analyze the friendships be-
tween (1) young girls, (2) mamatomo (mom friends), and (3) the women characterized as
makeinu (loser dogs) and kachiinu (winner dogs). This paper seeks to investigate how fe-
male bonding is controlled within a system structured upon homosocial bonds exclusive to
men and to identify the possibilities of female friendship within this system as depicted in
Kakuta Mitsuyo’s text.

Keywords

Kakuta Mitsuyo, female friendship, intimacy, homosocial bond, Woman on the Other Shore
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