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Abstract

COVID-19 pandemic as a crisis of global governance and feminist knowledge

Hisako MOTOYAMA

What could feminist knowledge reveal about the nature of the crisis that global govern-
ance faces, as the COVID-19 pandemic disproportionately affects women and girls? This
article analyzes the discourse produced by discrete actors on “feminist” recovery from the
pandemic using the lens of feminist international political economy (FIPE). In so doing, it
contemplates the opportunities for feminist interventions in times of crises when dominant
knowledge framework that has organized and legitimated inequal gender relations of global
political economy is destabilized. The primary feature of the pandemic concerns the “cri-
sis of care”, indicating that an important role can be discharged by feminist knowledge to
transform the neoliberal global political economy. The differences among discrete feminist
discourse over conceptions of crisis of care and the practices of knowledge production sug-
gest significant political tensions over social reproduction and gender-just transformation of

global political economy.
Keywords

COVID-19, feminist knowledge, global governance, crisis, feminist international political

economy, social reproduction
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