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Abstract

The Fujoshi’s “Fantasy Trouble”: Body, Desire, and Imagining in the Ontol-
ogy of Boys’ Love Fantasy

Wei-Jung CHANG

The extant boys’ love (BL) studies have focused on the fujoshi’s desire for romance be-
tween men and their resistance to the oppression of women. The increase of mainstream
live-action adaptations of BL manga have resulted in the genre’s exposition to wider audi-
ences beyond the fujoshi community; hence, a more comprehensive theory must evolve to
analyze BL’s subversion to heterosexualism. This paper applies feminist criticism of Lacan’s
theory to structuralize the multi-layered fantasy of romance between men. First, it utilizes
Lacan’s concepts of the symbolic, the imaginary, and the real to structuralize BL fantasy.
Next, it attends to the visualization of BL fantasy in the seme/uke relationship and illumi-
nates its parodic confrontational connection to heterosexualism. It concludes its argument
by coining the term ontology of BL fantasy to expose the rigidity and absurdity of hetero-

sexualism and hopes to further develop a new perspective for future BL studies.

Keywords

eminism, sexuality, psychoanalysis, the symbolic/the imaginary, heterosexualism

130



