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HAMAS TERRORISTS
ABUSE GAYS, WOMEN
AND OTHER MINORITIES

We reiterate that all
women, Israeli women,
Palestinian women, as
all others, are entitled
to a life lived in safety
and free from violence.

UN WOMEN STATEMENT
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Abstract

Gendered Orientalism and the Power to Define:
Case Studies of Israel and Egypt

Hiroko Minesaki*

This paper focuses on gendered Orientalism, which is a rethinking of Said’s Orientalism from a gender
perspective, by addressing the historically and socially constructed perception that sees the West and the
East in dichotomous opposition. The West ostracizes the East, and finds that its “culture,” “religion,” and
“customs” are uniquely and particularly discriminating against and disrespectful toward women, which is not
the case in the Western world. It then regards this as evidence of the East’s “backwardness,” “discrimination
against women,” “corruption,” etc. This discourse exerted a pervasive influence from the imperialist era to
the present day. At the heart of gendered Orientalism is the discrepancy between the discourse and reality.
This paper questions the form and existence of gendered Orientalism. By discussing “pinkwashing” in
Israel as a case of discourse, and ordinary men who avoided “honor killings” in Egypt as a case of reality,

we explore clues toward the deconstruction of gendered Orientalism.

Keywords: gendered Orientalism, gender-based violence, pinkwashing, Israel, Egypt
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