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Abstract

Women and the Militarization of Common Land in Okinawa:
From the Requisition of Collectively-Owned Land for Military Use

Setsuko Kiriyama*

This paper examines issues concerning Camp Hansen lease payments and military bases in Okinawa
since 1945 from the perspective of the local women’s movement. It aims to understand the political and
economic problems of women who live in the military town of Kin-cho, the focus of this case-study, and
how their human rights are impacted. In particular, this paper examines the role military base land lease
payments have played in restructuring the area. This reconfiguration is closely interrelated with Japan-US
relations, income from military leases, and the regional movement. This is, therefore, also the history of

the women rooted in the area.

Keywords: Okinawa, military bases, the rental income for the military land use, local community, women’s

movement
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