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Gendered Attitudes towards Fetal Death and Abortion
Recent Changes in Practices and Imposed Attitudes in Europe
versus Mizuko Kuyd in Japan

X!)—-E3—x

(O S —HRRAT-HFABERIR 77V AR S EESEW R - £H1R)
Mary Picone

(IGS, Ochanomizu University / Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales)

This paper combines a summary of earlier work on mizuko kuyo with a brief account of current
practice. For the majority of researchers in Japan the topic was much discussed up to the 90s,
sometimes as discriminating against women and creating needless fear of fatari, but now it is
considered 'mormalized'. However medical issues such as under-reported abortion rates and the
funding of religious institutions or individual practitioners are still present in Japan. Some change has
occurred with a rise of infertility treatments and the loss of wanted babies as emotional concerns
versus the stress on 'sinful' abortion as almost the only form of birth control. The pressure to induce
socially dominant moral and emotional attitudes towards abortion and still-birth in Japan is compared
with a recent rapid change in 'matural' attitudes imposed in French hospitals as documented in

particular by sociologist Dominique Memmi.

Mizuko kuyé responses through ritual

The problems implicit in mizuko kuyé, a response to all types of fetal death (from elective or therapeutic
abortion to miscarriage or stillbirth) are of course a reflection of broader social attitudes and social problems. This
topic touches some particularly sensitive domains. Yet certain aspects will always continue to be relevant for
gender studies. I compare Japanese responses with data collected by European (mainly French) sociologists in
order to suggest that there are some similarities but also considerable differences. In each case there is a tendency
to impose a dominant psychological attitude in combination with practices which do not take individual women's
needs into account and is often harmful.

After the end of the 90s, according to a reports from the Japanese academy of religion, most Japanese
specialists have not been very interested in mizuko kuyd, claiming that it is now a 'normalized' practice which
peaked in the late 80s. Moreover, American researchers who produce the greatest quantity of material in Western
languages, have also neglected it because they are afraid of their own country's negative reactions towards the
topic of abortion. However, I suggest that research should not be abandoned.

Problems in various aspects of reproduction remain and it is still very difficult to gather more precise data
for statistical studies (number and location of rituals performed, income for practitioners many of whom are
independent, better estimates of numbers of abortions). For example, among other problems, some statistics are
still based mostly on married women's practices only one agency introduced single women in 1997. What about

prostitutes, many of whom have been trafficked and are thus almost 'invisible'?
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Moreover questionnaires concerning women's attitudes tend to ask 'leading' questions by their very form, so
create a bias or indirectly impose a common attitude. The form of these questionnaires is not always clearly
given but, as published (Takahashi 1999), it may appear as a choice of three of four alternative attitudes, the first
of which is often: is abortion a tsumi? And as Kim Yuli notes every time we think of the dead our attitude towards
them changes. Even other means such as reading open internet forums are still limited. In this case a woman may
select the site by titles such as 'kanashii koto' or 'mizuko kuyé' which might partly validate a viewpoint even before
individual ideas are expressed.

I carried out fieldwork on this topic at intervals over a long period and went on to look at other forms of
problematic muenshi type death. For this subject I mostly visited religious institutions of various kinds and
interviewed also shinreika or reinosha. 1 revisited a few temples recently.

To simplify for the purposes of this talk mizuko kuyé can be briefly summarized in two phases: The first
period mid 50s up to the mid 90s. The practice originated a few years after the legalization of abortion but spread
from the beginning of the 60s. It was adopted also because some temples needed the income provided by the new
ritual due to serious financial problems (this happened also with a series of premodern cults ketsubon kyo (173
#8), sai no kawara jizé wasan (B DO JFHEFIFE) etc. concerning the fear of special hells for women or
children). It first became more structured in several locations such as the Uji-shi section of Seichd no Ie, an
extremely conservative and nationalistic new religion. Over the years this new religion, in alliance with factions in
the LDP, organized several ultimately unsuccessful political campaigns to forbid or greatly limit abortions. Their
motivation was and is not only to change individual moral decisions but to increase the strength of the nation.
Other new religions such as Reiylikai or Kurozumiky6 also hold very conservative views on women and
reproduction.

At this period there emerged a (not necessarily religious) reaction of sadness or malaise at the disposal of the
remains of dead fetuses, incinerated in hospital waste. So, in the era of scans of the uterus these bodies emerged
from invisibility to become visible by ritual and permanent-stone- substitutes.

One of the main problems of mizuko ritual, most strongly expressed at that time, was the association with
tatari attributed to the spirits of the mizuko. The ritual was performed by as many as an estimated 70 % of temples
at the peak but even more by shinreika including itako at Osorezan (7Z4[LI), or some new religions. Thanks to the
practice current even in the late 70s of ordering the rite to be performed elsewhere there appeared a form of
'instant one-purpose temples,' just for mizuko kuyé, some still operating through the internet.

In the first phase for the first time it was said that mizuko could feel urami, act and harm their non-mothers or
the family which existed without them. The mothers were allowed to feel only tsumi no ishiki (guilt -a limited
translation) or told that they were more guilty for not having felt guilt. (Hardacre 1997) For the proponents and
often the grieving mothers as well this guilt included miscarriages which were not clearly distinguished from other
fetal deaths.

In an unknown number of cases the simple cause and effect between individual action, abortion- however
constrained- and guilt resulting in mizuko kuyé was and is false: some women ask for the rite for mizuko created
by their mothers, sisters, aunts, in-laws or people who had been in contact with their ancestors. In short, they are
assimilated to many other spirits from the past who need pacification. As I found during my fieldwork in some

small religious groups, (and as documented by the psychiatrist Nishimura Khd,) there were cases of possession by

12



IGS Project Series 2
1Z72UCHARMZEIZE > T = — ST D72 DD 2

spirits identified as mizuko spirits. In one case a Lacanian psychiatrist, who had kindly allowed me to speak with
one of his patients (with her consent) was completely baffled when I told him that she had said that her boyfriend
had caused the death of her fetus by magical means and that this spirit returned to make her suffer. Like- I don't
know how many Japanese men he had never heard of mizuko spirits.

At the time when the majority of women were married housewives, whose world was their families, I
wonder if some of the success of the ritual was not, for some, due to an assumption of 'negative power": even if
involuntarily by creating mizuko they had harmed their family, by daily veneration these spirits would become
'shiigorei' and protect them. It has been suggested that urbanization removed women from networks of solidarity
with other women and friends, so any decision regarding pregnancy or sorrow after abortion would be borne alone.
This makes the irresponsibility of fathers even worse. In any case in the past 'traditional village ties' could be
supportive for example through the institution of many kinds of 'kari oya' but could also be very constraining, and
up to the Taishd period could go as far as forcing infanticides on individual women or families. (Ochiai, 1996,
Saga 1983)

Omissions in discourse (Kawahashi 1991) then and now: I asked the religious practitioners repeatedly about
contraception, which would have prevented the necessity of abortions and they accepted this. But it was omitted,
along with men's role and responsibility, or any serious socio -economic cause for abortion in their written
presentations in media or in web sites. Moreover, the fetus is always shown as a chubby baby, at least several
months old, never as it is actually made visible early on, as a scanned black and white shadow.

The spirit of the mizuko is also made visible by illustrations, again usually represented as a baby. Yet for
example the founder of a new religion called World Mate has explained that only a few eminent shinreika can
truly see them. They will grow if the mother thinks of them and appear as children, or become gigantic, or other
spirits can take their shape to deceive. In the first phase, especially for shinreika, the correct form of ritual or the
'right person' to celebrate it were particularly important, each claiming best results.

Finally, during the end of this phase mizuko kuyé started to spread outside Japan for example to Hawaii or
strongly influence other countries like Taiwan and in part Thailand. The head priest of the Enmanin ([E[ii[t) at
Otsu (K#HE), one of the most active and prosperous temples specializing in this ritual, has recently claimed to
have received requests from Europe, Australia, Canada and from women belonging to many different religions. In
the 80s, when I was a student at Oxford, he asked me to help set up a branch of the temple dedicated to the rite in
London. I politely declined. There has been an ever more active exchange with the United States, where there is a
demand from some women for a 'Buddhist ceremony'. Right wing religious groups in Japan, including Seich6 no
ie, have been supported and exchanged material with fundamentalist American pro-life groups.

The second phase, mid 90 to the present, has shown at least partial acceptance. Of course the most obvious
reason is due to changes in reproductive practices, particularly the difficulty of giving birth to children when
planned and the consequent rise of infertility treatments -now required by one in six couples (Semba). This rate
plus egg preservation is said to be the highest in the world. There is also the continued decline of abortion. Still
with a low contraception rate (estimated at 60 %, definitely lower than most industrialized countries, Sato and
Iwasaka 2006) explained by some by very low rates of intercourse among married couples. Again the figures are
centered on this group. What about the homosexual population and their sexual activity? Of course the change

from the quasi universal marriage of the first phase to raising rates of the unmarried or divorced of the second is
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important but once again non martial sex is considered but difficult to estimate.

Although the presentation of temples or shinreika has often brightened, mizuko spirits have unquestionably
emerged as autonomous and disturbing supernatural beings in popular consciousness, sometimes in fiction: the
first episode of the high quality anime Mononoke, or in dramatizations based on toshi densetsu- in the Honto ni
atta kowai hanashi series, or Shiraishi Koji's film Noroi, or in the 'reality' of the amateur shinrei bideo which
proliferate on internet.

The rite has enlarged its focus. It is stressed in large part as a form of consolation for grief at pregnancy loss.
In New Age circles, for example, blaming the mother has changed to a recognition of the mizuko's spirit 'own
choice' not be born as part of a chain of rebirths (Komatsu 2001, 2003).

Among more mainstream requesters comfort is offered by the idea of the exchange of messages between
mother and fetal spirit. Messages, often apologies, written on ema were present from the beginning. An analysis
today (Kim) shows that the messages are first of apology but then indicate that the fetus or baby is seen as a
shiigorei. Some temples offering the rite include more personal communication, for example in the form of letters
from mothers kept in a box, then transmitted to the spirits by being burnt in front of the altar. There are fewer
mentions of consequences of misfortune and more statements that mizuko after the rite reach tengoku (not
gokuraku or attaining 6j0). Sometimes they are said (on an 'open, non specifically religious forum) to be playing
in the sky. The rite as comfort existed from the beginning, but this aspect was minor in the surrounding discourse.
Now in web sites or forums the word iyashi, so common in other contexts has been applied to it. Here we come to
the main similarity to European responses: a focus on 'psychologization' through various adaptations of 'grief care'
by religious professionals. The point is not to diminish in any way the suffering of women who had wanted
children but how can this be obtained? Is there is a need for 'care' in the form of a certified blend of American
psychology and Buddhism, or other Japanese religions, for those in mourning, including for fetal deaths? And
who will provide it? Priests could give various forms of spiritual support in the form of hanashi ai. But there is
competition from other professions, such as psychologists and including funeral company employees. However,
this cannot easily apply to fetal death where groups to my knowledge would not meet openly. Instead internet
forums for memories of lost babies for example the 'osora no aka chan' have appeared. These are terribly sad to
read. Here the diversity of responses is clear but there is still often guilt for miscarriages. The problematic nature
of the rite is still very visible.

Prices may be higher than for ancestral kuyé and the care for anonymity has increased. In any case people
requesting the rites most often do not participate in person as might still be done more frequently for ancestor
memorialization. On the sites for mizuko kuyd, ritual providers use phrases from popular psychology like ori the
burden carried in the heart from which the mother can be freed. Would this be perceived as healing?

Another activity which is too large-scale and diverse to analyze is kaunseringu (717.&V> ") . 1 suspect
that the extent to which people belonging to various religions take up counseling-and how this strongly affects the
advice they give those who need help has been underestimated. It might prove restricting and discriminating for
women. It is certainly very difficult to analyze and quantify.

In some cases the advice is clear: at the end of 2011 I heard a Seicho no ie preacher explain during a sermon
that all tsunami, from the one in Thailand to the Téhoku disaster were caused by the tears of mizuko aborted all

over the world.
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Fetal mourning in France: a sociological view of hospital practices

As happened in Japan, concern over the disposal of fetal bodies was one of the first signs of change in
concepts of the personification of fetal death. I will present mainly French materials because of the quality of the
data collected by the (female) sociologist Dominique Memmi, published in 2012 and 2014. Once again, as for the
mizuko kuyd, the basis is an invention of tradition and a change in attitudes towards death-in the name of returning
to 'ancestral' practices. The difference is that the European case is the invention of a secular ritual with no mention
of the soul or the afterlife.

Before turning to contemporary practices I would like briefly to mention some earlier ideas in the sphere of
religion. The preoccupation with the salvation of souls of babies, including the stillborn -but not fetuses-was quite
present in the European past. If not baptized they were in danger. Up to the 19th century there were a series of
attempts in popular Catholicism to claim that infants who died before baptism somehow returned to life for a
moment-and could therefore be baptized- if placed before the statues of certain saints (Gelis). Folklore includes
ghost stories about these souls wandering through the air like birds or appeared in a form equivalent to hi no tama.
More sinister was the idea of the changeling: babies who were suddenly recognized as non-human, having been
exchanged by fairies with one of their own race. This served as justification for infanticide (Schmidt). There were
also some Northern European traditions of the terrifying vengeful utburd, the spirits of babies exposed at birth.

The Catholic clergy have debated the problem of infant (including stillborn) salvation from St Augustine in
the Sth century up to the last Pope. During the Middle Ages theologians thought of an afterlife for these babies in
limbo, literally a boundary place, in a state of 'natural happiness', a bit like the sai no kawara but more pleasant.
Even now the Catholic Church has not decided what happens to these souls. Recently they have decided not to
decide and leave theories open while holding a special type of funeral for them. Abortion is condemned as much
as before although one of the greatest theologians, St Thomas Acquinas, more or less said that the fetus acquires a
soul only around the third month.

To be added, the Catholic Church still dictates that the mother should die if there must be a choice between
her life and that of the baby or the fetus. The reason for this is that the mother has sinned, but if the mother is too
ill to make a confession she will presumably go to purgatory. The baby/fetus cannot be baptized in the womb.
Answers to questions about this on Catholic sites say that in recent years there is more stress on god's mercy. It
must be said that these are official positions and not followed by most in practice except strongly conservative

Although Dominique Memmi claims that attitudes towards the death of the fetus are entirely secular she
concentrated on hospital practices. I have not checked this but in the past two years there have been many violent
well-attended protests by right-wing Catholics about various new reproductive techniques and gender issues.
However, the number of believers is relatively low.

To return to Memmi's material: In 1994 a part of the municipal cemetery in the city of Lille was set apart for
the burial of fetal remains. This was the first such case in France. Legislation concerning dead bodies often
redefines the social status of humanity and from 1997 dead fetuses were legally cremated in crematoriums, not
incinerated as hospital waste. Yet at this point they were still disposed of by separate procedures from those of
fully developed children. From this period to around 2005 a series of scandals concerning lack of dignified
disposal caused concern in various European countries. A move towards greater recognition continued.

In 2005, when 351 abandoned fetal bodies were discovered in a Parisian hospital news of still another
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scandal was spread by the media. A group of those involved in propagating the new attitudes organized a
ceremony in a cemetery. Each body was individually identified by being assigned a letter of the alphabet and one

of 10 selected texts was read in front of each of the small coffins. The group also wrote a prayer for the occasion:

You have lived only a short while

You have hardly known our world

We are here to say goodbye

In the name of our humanity

To say goodbye in the name of your parents

To say goodbye in the name of all others.

The written account of this ceremony by the organizer concludes: 'we thought that this was one of the most
ancestral gestures performed by human beings'. Once again, a new attitude is legitimated by being considered a
return to natural and traditional feelings and practices. Yet notwithstanding the affecting sentiment we may feel
today, historical or archeological studies do not confirm the antiquity of these rituals for fetuses.

Although another one of the texts recited mentions 'angels' it is interesting to see that the moral authority
invoked is that of 'humanity', in the sense of 'humanism' or secular ethical values. In fact many of the older
supporters I have come across are deeply influenced by a sort of general psychoanalytical mindset, very common
for that generation of educated women in France.

Memmi dates the change in attitudes in France from the late 80s to acceptance by a majority ten years later, a
very clear case of dating an invented tradition. It was introduced from the United States but, as in all invented
traditions, the origin was not recognized except by a few of the hospital professionals who spread it in the first
place.

Again we can find two models: Before this change the remains of the fetus were carefully hidden from the
woman undergoing the abortion, who was sedated, told to forget as soon as possible and, if she wanted it, to
conceive another child soon. In fact, there were and still are cases of deliberate withholding of anesthetics to
punish 'immoral women' at least in Catholic countries. Memmi does not mention this, perhaps it was much less
frequent in France, or happened in private rather than public hospitals. From a separate source: some of the
published autobiographical accounts of abortion (Guardian) dating from several years back stress that they were
afraid of catching sight of the remains and continued to be relieved that they had not done so.

New model: Insistence by hospital personnel that the woman or the parents look at the remains, followed by
psychological counseling and the possibility of joining a 'grief experience' group. The doctor will tell her not to
have another child quickly because she must 'do her grief work'(faire son deuil). The phrase is an echo of one of
Freud's terms but is not Freudian. The whole series of attempts to systematize mourning attitudes is problematic:
created at the end of the 60s Elizabeth Kubler Ross's 5 stage model had tremendous success at first but has been
discredited by psychologists.

First of all, Memmi's analysis describes several types of fetal death: 'elective' abortions, 'therapeutic
abortions', miscarriages and stillbirths. One of the problems with the new model of fetal mourning is that the first

type of death is different from the others, implying different feelings and occurring earlier, but the insistence on
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fetal personification the new model imposes will ultimately endanger women's right to choose to give birth.

The civic ritual created to 'allow for the mourning process' is quite elaborate. It is presented as an absolute
psychological necessity and urged both on the mother and, if present the father, sometimes involving even other
relatives. If the baby is brought to term and is stillborn it is an understandable attempt to bridge the gap between
life and death and may be welcomed by mothers according to individual choice. But what are we to think of
presenting to parents who have not asked for it a fetus dressed and holding a toy? They are also urged to touch it
and a photograph is made. In England they are given a 'book of life' with the photograph etc. and if mothers do not
want the book is kept in case they would ask for it later.

Memmi has shown that mothers who have lost a wanted baby do not follow part of this advice and conceive
a year or at most two years afterwards. She reports that a number of studies carried out in different countries
indicate that there is no psychological benefit for parents from this new civic ritual. However, she also discovered
that the origins of the practice were a reaction of nurses, midwives and some other medical personnel such as
clinical psychologists to being exposed to large numbers of these fetal deaths. In the case for example of hospital
sections devoted to therapeutic abortions the everyday succession of bringing about the inevitable deaths of
wanted future children is particularly saddening. In short, to summarize, these 'second tier' categories of medical
professionals reacted both to exposure to saddening procedures as well as to the stigma of association with death.
They therefore sought more professional and moral recognition and created this ritual by reinterpreting the dead
body, that is the material they handled or lived beside everyday. Many of these professionals are women.
Interestingly they influenced the 'higher tier 'of medical personnel (doctors) who assimilated this norm without
realizing its provenance. The search for a better status and more legitimacy through association with
psychological counseling -that is by creating and imposing psychological or ethical norms- is shared by other
professions like funerary operators in post-industrial countries. As we have seen in Japan it touches also the
Buddhist clergy and practitioners of other religions. They aim to improve the social relevance of religion by
association with the prestige and the practical uses of medicine.

One of the things we could say in favour of both of the new psychological norms and practices I have
described is that they are less harsh than earlier 'traditional’ religious ideas and social attitudes which, as we know,
were generally completely unjust and cause of suffering for women. But might there not be better solutions in the

future?

Note

I would like to thank the IGS for stimulating intellectual exchanges, warm hospitality and help of all kinds; in par-
ticular Professors Adachi Mariko and Tanahashi Satoshi, all the highly qualified administrative staff Ms Yoshihara
Kumi, Dr Semba Yukari and Dr Daimaruya Miyuki, and the research assistants who helped towards the end of my

stay: Ms Chang Wei-Jung and Ms Yagishita Akari.
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Gender Categorization of Post-Colonial Japan

NEEEF (EREBERAELEFLE-HIR)
Etsuko Kato (International Christian University)

Is gender, or the concept of socially and culturally constructed
differences between sexes, valid or not in anthropological studies of
contemporary Japan? My answer is: Yes, it is valid, although I must

quickly add some explanations.

First, I am not saying that the concept of gender is valid because Y
. . ) Concept of gender is valid,
it objectifies women as research subjects. Second, I am not saying that because_.[?)

the concept is valid because it objectifies men as equally important
research subjects as women are. Third, I am not saying that the

concept of gender is valid because it objectifies sexual minority Men Waormen Cither

people, whom I tentatively call “other” (meaning “people other than

heterosexual men and heterosexual women™). Rather, my questions

are: Why do we dare to research women? Why do we dare to research

(3 vh () .

other” people? And above all, why do we not research men with the Concept of gender is vaiid, because...
same enthusiasm as we do with women or “other”? In short, gender is
valid not because it reveals several categories that exist in society, but N&f

it reveals a mechanism that produces these categories in relation to

each other, hierarchically. S
This argument is nothing new, nor is it important only for —

anthropological studies of Japan. However, I dare to raise these points -

because Japan as a research field is in the very positions of <women>

or <other> when looked from outside Japan. In other words, Japan as Questions

an anthropological field is still, and will perpetually be in
. . . . . & M b5 the wsrtical relaliorbip Besbassen
post-colonial situations, being viewed as <women> or <other> by the <hlen, ddfomens and a0ther invenbed

U.S. and Western European academia metaphorically and practically. i e 0 T il o

. . e il o . p—
What mechanism produces hierarchy between <men>, <women> N

and <other>? And in what sense is Japan as a field <women> or

<other>?

First to note is that, categories <men>, <women> and <other> are

the products of mutual negation. The first to be negated are <women>,
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and their negation produces <men>. As Nancy Chodorow pointed out
in 1970s, a boy’s gender identification must replace his early
identification with his mother, and it must take a negative form; In
order to define his uncertain masculinity, a boy should not be feminine
or involved with women (Chodorow 1974:49-50). Chodorow also
points out that the boy does not only denigrate but also devalue
women. On the other hand, a girl does not have to say that she is not a
man in order to become a woman, because she can reach womanhood
by identifying herself with familiar world that her mother provides her
with. If she recognizes that she is not, and will never be, a man, it is
when she is told so in prohibition: “Don’t do such a boy-like thing.” In
short, a boy’s saying “I am not a woman” means the negation of others
and the formation of new self, while a girl’s saying “I am not a man”
means the negation by others and the restriction of self. Thus, the
paired categories <men> and <women> are mutually negating, but the
negation is asymmetrical. And <men> need <women> more than
<women> need <men> as the object of negation, in order to define
self.

Moreover, there exists another group(s) of people who are
categorized in a negative form like <women>, often in a more
derogative way. They are so-called sexual minorities or queer people,
including homosexual, bisexual, transgender, trans-sexual or intersex.
Heterosexual men, who compose the majority of men, negate sexual
minorities more intensely than they negate (heterosexual) women,
because sexual minorities, especially gay men, do not help
heterosexual men’s self-definition, but rather, they confuse it.

This  two-layered negation mechanism explains the
double-standards that current Japanese government presents. On the
one hand, the government promotes women'’s participation in the labor
market; it also promotes special care for GID children. On the other
hand, the parliament members never cease to give harassing remarks
against women; they are also reluctant to make laws and institutions
that assure equality between heterosexual and homosexual couples.
These seemingly contradictory attitudes of the government suggest
that being a man and being heterosexual must be achieved at once in
order to be a full-fledged citizen, and that people who lack either
condition are “underqualified” citizens. Of course, Japan is not the
only country where such standards exist.

The two-layered negation mechanism presented above enables
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only heterosexual men to negate somebodies else. Now, what does this
mechanism tell us about Japan as an anthropological field?

I argue that Japan’s position in the world anthropology is the
same as <women’s> and <other’s> positions within a society. In other
words, the mechanism that produces gender categories and hierarchy
is the same as the mechanism feminizing and othering a Far Eastern
country in the post-colonial world.

For example, in American Anthropological Association, the
world biggest anthropological circle, Japan is said to be a minor
research field. Nevertheless, some especially popular ethnographic
works on Japan after Ruth Benedict’s The Chrysanthemum and the
Sword (1946) focus on Japanese or Japanese women’s sexuality,
written by women anthropologists. Geisha (1983) by Lisa Dalby was a
product of the researcher’s participant observation as a geisha;
Nightwork (1994) by Anne Allison was written based on the
researcher’s participant observation as a club hostess in Tokyo. Both
works begin with a question and description of two contrastive groups
of Japanese women: sexy professionals and sober wives [see the slides
7 and 8]. Allison also analyzes Japanese sexual desires with “mother”
as a key concept. She claims that the “mother” figure absorbs two
contradictory aspects of Japanese <women>, namely, being sexual and
caring at the same time, to satisfy violent but immature men [see the
slide 9].

Karen Kelsky’s Women on the Verge (2001), another popular
ethnography published later, explores young Japanese women who
come overseas seeking for sexual relationship with White men. Both
in Allison’s and Kelsky’s works, Japanese women are depicted as
excessively <women>, being willing to become objects or subjects of
sexual desires, while Japanese men are depicted as less than <men>,
that is, not sexy or strong enough in women’s eyes. For example,
Kelsky traces the origin of Japanese women’s sexual desires with
Western men back to the postwar occupation period, visually
presenting a masculine and strong American GI accompanied by
Eros-seeking Japanese women, and an injured Japanese war veteran
side by side in her book [see the slide 10].

In a sense, women’s writing about women is nothing surprising
as an outcome of the infiltration of feminism into academia from
1970s. However, the question is how Japanese women and men are

depicted in these writings. Why do these women researchers choose
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topics that emphasize Japanese “unusual” sexuality that is full of
contradictions? Why do Japanese women have to be objects or
subjects of sexual desires? Why do Japanese men have to be
mother-complex, immature, impotent, violent and weak? Researchers’
emphasis on Japanese unusual sexuality is even more popular today as
cultural studies flourish. At international conferences of Japan Studies
or Asian Studies, I often see the U.S.-based researchers, mostly
women, presenting on Lolita anime, underground adult manga and
other Japanese erotic pop culture that depicts unusual sexuality.

Here [ clearly see the intersection of colonialist gaze and
<men’s> gaze based on negation and hierarchy. Regardless of
researchers’ gender, the U.S. anthropology itself is structurally <men>,
and Japan, which has been under the U.S. hegemony since its loss in
World War 11, is structurally <women>. There, Japanese women are
depicted as excessively <women> who stimulate conquerors’ desires,
and Japanese men are depicted as <less than a man> or <other> who
do not fit into men-women dichotomy. And for the researchers, both
Japanese women and men represent what they are not.

Conveniently enough, Japan is an industrialized country having

never been a Western colony in the same sense as Africa or India were.

Also its people are believed to be polite and quiet. Therefore,
researchers can safely eroticize Japan without a fear of being criticized
as colonialists. In other words, according to a student of mine, “Japan
as a field is perhaps a semiotic damping ground.” Indeed, as David
Halperin said on homosexuality (Halperin 1995: 45-46; Murayama
1997: 69), Japan may be a quiet and convenient damping ground
where researchers can throw whatever representations, often mutually
contradictory ones, which tell them what they are not.

Interestingly, ten years ago, I sometimes encountered (mostly
women) researchers from North America who were studying or
wanted to study sexual behavior of Japanese women. In recent years I
sometimes receive inquiries from men researchers from overseas (not
necessarily North America), saying that they want to study gay men in
Japan. It seems that the “sexiest” topic of Japan has now shifted from
<women> to <other>.

Then, how about the situations in Europe? Unfortunately, living
in Japan, I have less chance to hear about the trends of anthropology
or Japan studies in Europe than those in the U.S. But when [ attended

European Association for Japanese Studies conference in 2014, I did
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not see presentations that obviously eroticized Japan as much as I see
in the U.S.-based conferences.

Still, one cannot say that Europe is totally different from the U.S.
For example, from 2013 to 2014, British Museum in London hosted a
three-month large-scale exhibition of Japanese shunga. Reports say
that the exhibition was crowded by 90 thousand visitors in total, of
which 60% were women. Shunga is now imported back to Japan and
is exhibited at Eisei-bunko (as of November 14, 2015) with the catch
copy: “It surprised the world first” ({:FL3 G128 T2).

Was shunga exhibited first in the U.K. because British people
were more liberal, more enlighted, and more artistically
knowledgeable than the Japanese? I do not think so, because the
exhibition took place in a museum, not in an art gallery. Actually in a
report, a professor of SOAS at the University of London says, “The
exhibition would not have been possible if it was at National Gallery
or Royal Academy of Arts, because it is too sexual.” Then why was it
possible at the British Museum? My answer is: Because museums are
the places to exhibit <other>. Mummies of ancient Egypt, masks from
Africa, and other objects brought from historically and geographically
distant places are exhibited in museums for visitors to confirm what
they are not.

The women and men engaged in sexual intercourse in the
illustrations from a Far Eastern country 200 years ago are <other>
which has nothing to do with the viewers. Therefore, shunga is safe,
strange, and intriguing. Suppose that colorful and detailed illustrations
of sexual intercourse drawn by and distributed (secretly from Church)
among British lay people 200 years ago are discovered. What would
British people today do? Would the society regard the illustrations as
works of art and exhibit for three months at National Gallery or
British Museum? I do not think so because, even if the illustrations are
from 200 year ago, the people depicted there are their own people; the
genital organs depicted are theirs, and the public exposure of them is
unbearable. And this is exactly the feeling that a Japanese woman
whom I know felt, when she happened to be in British Museum during
the shunga exhibition, surrounded by excited crowds.

Let me conclude. People do not feel a pain when researching or
artistically appreciating <other>; they are free from pains because they
believe themselves as purely academic or aesthetic. However, why did

they choose specific <other> as the objects of their research or artistic
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appreciation of eros? Or why did they choose a specific gender- or
sexuality-related topic combined with specific <other>? When
considering Japan or any other place on the globe as an
anthropological field, every researcher should keep these questions in
mind. They also have to be aware of their own colonial and gendering
gaze. In order to keep shedding a light on power relationship between
anthropologists and their subjects, the concept of gender, and gender
studies as an academic discipline, will continue to be valid and

necessary.
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