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The Changing Contexts of Family Life and Early

Childhood Education and Care in Japan
[WF7EH4] 2 —+> - a7 x £ (Susan D. HOLLOWAY -+
BT A NZTREN— 7 L —Bed%)
ATk

As a visiting scholar at Ochanomizu University,
I was able to pursue work on three research themes.
The first theme concerns the economic and institutional
conditions that affect Japanese parents’ efforts to balance
work with family activities. During my residence period,
I worked on an empirical paper showing that Japanese
men’s potential earnings relative to that of their wives
are a significant predictor of the couple’s choices
regarding work and family chores. I also organized a
symposium that took place at Ochanomizu University
on June 9. The symposium featured presentations
by several well-known scholars on work, family, and
individual well-being in Japan and Norway.

A second focus was to organize a follow-up to the
study I published in my 2010 book, Women and Family

in Contemporary Japan. This research examines the
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daily experiences of women who are parenting young
children, looking particularly at their close relationships
with spouse and professionals as a potential source
of support. By comparing the original survey and
interview data to a new dataset, I can identify how
parenting discourses and perceptions have changed
over the past 15 years.

The third project was to learn about recent changes
concerning policy and practice in the early childhood
care and education in Japan. I conducted informal
interviews and conversations with leading members of
the ECEC community in Tokyo and Osaka. I also visited
four youchien (two national-university affiliated and two
under private auspice) , and three child-care centers
(kodomo-en or hoikuen) , as well as one parent-support

center.

Women, Religion and Violence in International

Perspective: Roles of Female Members in Aum Shinrikyo
[WFgefH4] =) % -3y 7 x v Y (Erica BAFFELLI- %+
R VT 2 A Y —REFUEHIR)

(F7E %]

The three months I spent at the Institute for

Gender Studies were extremely stimulating and fruitful,
both from the point of view of developing current as
well as new research projects.

On October, 19, 2016, I organized an international
symposium titled, “Women, Religion and Violence in
International Perspective.” The aim of the symposium
was to discuss the involvement of women in radical
political and religious movements, to consider
different methodologies and approaches to the study
of gender and conflict, and to foster a discussion on
violence, terrorism and religion through the analysis of
motivations, representations and re-elaboration of violent
acts.

On December 14, 2016, a seminar titled, “Finding

Your Place: Reflections on Doing Fieldwork on Japanese
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New Religions” was held at Ochanomizu University.
The aim of the seminar was to discuss fieldwork from
methodological and theoretical points of view, using my
15 years’ experience of working with Japanese “new
religions” (shinshiikyd) in Japan.

During my stay at Ochanomizu University, I started
developing two new research projects:
(1) A new book project (with Professor Ian Reader,
University of Manchester) that examines “new
religions” or New Religious Movements (NRMs)
in Japan in the modern era, with a prime focus on
movements that became widely known in the 1980s and
early 1990s. And (2) a new research project on women,
religion and violence. The project is part of a larger
research network I am developing with Dr. Atreyee
Sen (University of Copenhagen) investigating the
participation of women in radical political and religious
movements. In particular, my current project focuses on
women (ex-) members of Aum Shinrikyd. Furthermore,
I have worked on a new volume I will co-edit with
Professor Fabio Rambelli (University of California, Santa
Barbara) on critical terms for the study of religion in
Japan (Bloomsbury). The volume will include more
than 20 collaborators from universities from different
countries, including Japan, the UK, the US, Norway,

Canada, the Netherlands, Italy, and Germany.

After Dark: The Nighttime in Nineteenth Century Japan
(WF7e4H4] 5% F - >V 1 (Laura NENZI- K- 7 % ¥ —
REFHIZ)
(EiALES|

My research project, titled After Dark, looks at the

perception of the night in early modern Japan, with a
focus on the nineteenth century. It then situates the
case of late-Tokugawa Japan within a global context.

I contend that, despite the modern characterization
of the Tokugawa period as an age defined by darkness

and by a quaint closeness to the forces of nature,



nineteenth-century depictions and accounts of nocturnal
landscapes show that in the Tokugawa era the
nighttime was treated as a moment apart, one to be
dealt with cautiously.

One part of the project looks at the gendered
implications of the night. In the realm of popular
culture, gender informed the fears enticed by the night
(for example in the case of female ghosts) . For the
authorities, controlling the nighttime and its spaces and
activities was a way of buttressing the status system
and of maintaining social order, which included the
management of issues related to gender.

In Tokugawa Japan, controlling the nighttime
necessitated the replication (and possibly even the
reinforcement) of norms pertaining to gender and
patriarchy. When tensions erupted (as with the
eejanaika phenomenon of 1867) , the night became the
time when the hetero-normative rules enforced during
the day came into question, ambiguity took center stage,

and unorthodox behaviors became possible.
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