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Abstract

Shiji Terayama’s The Crime of Debuko Oyama: The Representation of
the Gendered Male Body in the Underground Theatre (Angura Engeki)
of the 1960s

Yoko Kubo

This paper examines body representation in Shiiji Terayama’s play, The Crime of Debuko
Oyama (Oyama Debuko no Hanzai, 1967), which was the second performance of his theater
troupe, Tenjo-Sajiki. The 1960s underground theater (Angura Engeki) emphasized the body,
which inspired Terayama to create a play using it as its central topic. At the time, based on
his concept of “restoration of the show,” which, in effect, refers to the introduction of chaos,
Terayama used unique, decentralized bodies of unrealistic sizes on stage and also depicted
a fantasy body built with language. Here I examine how he uses his sets and performances
to disrupt the mind-body dualism through constructing and deconstructing the female body
(=body) as the body of another, to men, which is accompanied by fear, as well as the
emasculation of the male body (=mind). Terayama uses the body of the male, whose gender
has been suppressed, as a symbol for disrupting sexual asymmetry. Such figurative use of
the body to destabilize sexual recognition reinforces the “restoration of the show” and leads

to his concept of the “carnival” (=chaos) to subvert and equalize value.
Keywords

Terayama Shiji, the underground theatre(Angura Engeki), “restoration of the show”, body

representation, mind-body dualism,
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