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Abstract

Transformation of Gender Perspectives in the Life Stories of a Second
Generation Zainichi Korean Woman: Dynamism with Ethnicity,
Knowledge and Power

Junko Saruhashi

Yonsuk YU

This paper analyzes the change of gender perspectives in the life stories of a second
generation Zainichi Korean woman. Among 13 interview participants, this woman was
chosen as the focus of this study because she spoke of multiple types of discrimination
experienced in her childhood: racial discrimination from the Japanese host society and
gender discrimination within Zainichi Korean community and in her family. Analyzing her
narratives through the framework of symbolic interactionism, two major discursive practices
that revealed the transformation of gendered power relationships were observed. One was
positioning perceived feminine abilities, such as nurturing or caring, to be universally human.
To do so, she referenced the views of the Japanese. The second was when she talked about
her self-employed business contributing to Korean ethnic education for younger generations;
the gender perspectives concerning skills, knowledge, and ability were eliminated. She
discussed the various skills and knowledge that were integrated to achieve success in her
business without any categorization based on masculinity or femininity by referencing her
own views. From these contrasting narratives of the transformation of gender perspectives
in her life story, the author concludes that acquiring a solid and meaningful ethnic identity
and economical independence helped her to reconstruct her gender-free perspectives. This

research suggests the interconnectedness of gender, ethnicity, knowledge, and power.
Keywords

gender perspectives, Zainichi Korean, symbolic interactionism, discourse analysis, life story

interview
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