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Abstract

Critical Security Studies and Care: Can Feminist Theory Speak about “Na-
tional Security”?

Yayo Okano

This paper explores how care ethics have argued national security. Care ethics is one of
feminist approaches, which focuses on the relationship among interdependent and embodied
individuals by criticizing the visions of individuals, society and the world, which the main-
stream theories such as that of justice assume.

Critical Security Studies (CSS), influenced by critical theory and post-structuralism in the
latter half of 20" century, have some affinities with feminist theory from their beginning. It
is no exaggeration to say that feminist theory is among core branches of CSS.

The purpose of the paper is to indicate the possibility and importance of feminist national
security theory by articulating the affinities between CSS and feminist theory as well as by

arguing how feminists of care ethics have confronted wars.
Keywords

Feminism, Care ethics, National security, Critical Security Studies, Interdependent indi-

viduals.
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