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Abstract

Living with U.S. Forces in Okinawa, Japan: The Ambivalent Experiences of
Women Working on Base

Nora Beryll Weinek

Fumika Sato

This paper investigates the experiences of 10 Okinawan women working on base to deter-
mine what it means to live with U.S. forces in Japan. We aim to shed a light on the militariza-
tion process by highlighting two aspects of their experiences: emancipation and oppression.

These women are not simply obedient victims of militarized and gendered structures;
they are also self-determined agents hoping to improve their social and economic status,
who sometimes express their dissatisfaction with the military through small acts of protest.
They choose to cooperate with the military to free themselves of Okinawan society’s une-
qual gender structures, but in doing so, they themselves eventually reproduce the oppressive
structures of gendered militarization.

An analysis of these women’s experiences reveals several dualities in their relationship
with the military: admiration for and frustration with the bases, higher social status and
stigmatization, fear and admiration of the soldiers, and unease with as well as hope for an
Okinawa without bases. This reveals the ambivalent nature of the relation between Okinawa
and the U.S. forces. Taking the experiences of Okinawan women seriously will lead us to-

ward a deeper understanding of the complexity of gendered militarization in Okinawa.
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