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Abstract

Differences between Gays and Lesbians in the 1990s Japanese Gay Libera-
tion Movement: Analysis of an Activist Organization in Sapporo, Hokkaido

Takuya Saito

This paper examines the differences between gays and lesbians in Japanese LGBT activ-
ism in the 1990s, when they started working cooperatively. I analyze Sapporo Meeting, an
activist organization in Sapporo, Hokkaido, founded in 1989 and was active until the early
2000s. While gays and lesbians worked together in Sapporo Meeting, they also experienced
some struggles. One involved a conflict over whether it was acceptable to seek nothing but
communication with other people in Sapporo Meeting. The other involved disagreements
over the balance of activities directed towards society, such as antidiscrimination protests,
and those dealing with the inner self, such as internalized homophobia and mental strength/
weakness. The reasons for these conflicts were that gay men were relatively unaware of
their masculinity while their lesbian counterparts were aware of gender issues and their own
femininity. Also, the organization’s gay and lesbian members had their own problems and

identity issues, which prevented them from sharing their diverse experiences with others.
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