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Abstract

The Effect of Gender Role Attitudes on Young Japanese People’s Transition
to their First Marriage

Olga Kormush

This research aims to examine the effect of the gender role attitudes of young Japanese
on their chances of getting married. Young Japanese people significantly delay marriage
nowadays. The “mismatch” between men’s and women’s attitudes toward gendered division
of labor can be considered as one of the reasons for delay in marriage. We used data from
a Japanese panel survey to examine which attitudes affected never married young people’s
probability of getting married in the next two years.

The results were as follows. Women who agree with the traditional belief that “it is desir-
able for men to concentrate on work and for women to devote themselves to the home™ had
higher probability of getting married in the next two years. However, this tendency was
not statistically significant after controlling for marriage intentions and the presence of a
steady partner. Meanwhile, men who agree with the notion that “preschool children may
suffer more if their mothers work outside the home” were less likely to get married within
a two-year period. This tendency remained significant even after controlling for marriage

intentions and having a steady partner.

Keywords

marriage, gender role attitudes, logistic regression analysis
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