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Abstract

Has the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan Been Conservative on the Issue
of Female Labor Force Participation?: Statements in the Diet Concerning
the Tax and Social Security System Reforms in the 1980s and 2010s

Miki Toyofuku

Japan’s tax and social security “barriers” against female labor force participation became
salient in the 1980s. They were reformed in the 2010s but continue to exist. The endurance
of these obstructions may be attributed to the conservativeness of the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP); however, the LDP’s attitudes on female labor force participation require
further exploration. This paper investigates the LDP’s conservativeness vis-a-vis the stance
taken by parties on the left and general public opinion. To this end, statements issued in the
National Diet on the tax and social security system reforms in the 1980s and in the 2010s
were analyzed in the light of observed changes in public opinion. The examination revealed
that the LDP’s attitudes in the 1980s did not diverge greatly from public opinion. However,
in the 2010s, the opinions of the general citizenry and the stance taken by the parties on the
middle and left began to change in favor of the continued participation of women in the work-
force. The LDP still does not subscribe to the notion of women working outside the male-

breadwinner model, which may be related to the argument that the LDP leans to the right.
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163






