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Abstract

Gendered Study Abroad and Career Prospects

Chika Kitano

This study investigated the ways in which short-term study abroad (SA) English language
learning students from Japan construed their SA experiences. In particular, the investigation
scrutinized how their perceptions of gender norms were interconnected with their career
prospects. The study adopted an exploratory sequential research design. Narratives were
initially derived from seven male/female Japanese students who participated in an English
language learning SA course. The obtained narratives were thematically analyzed. Next,
Pearson chi-square tests and Fishers’ exact test were performed on data collected via a ques-
tionnaire survey of 299 Japanese college students to investigate associations between three
variables: gender, desire for SA, and ideal working style after marriage. In discussing the
obtained relationships, emphasis was placed on the individual ideas and experiences articu-
lated by SA students. The result of the qualitative research showed that the participants were
not collective entities that reflected the gendered representation of males and females dis-
seminated via media or established by governmental SA policies. Nonetheless, the results of
both the qualitative and quantitative evaluations demonstrated that participants were tacitly
constrained by the gender norm, believing that men should be the breadwinners. This study
indicates that the internalization of gender norms prevents Japanese youth from benefitting

from their SA experiences and taking initiatives for social change.
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