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Abstract

Erasing Ambivalence Related to Gender Identity Disorder Through the
Universalization of Transgender

Hidenobu Yamada

Scholars and activists who oppose the medical-legal institutionalization of Gender Iden-
tity Disorder (GID) base their criticisms on transgender categorization (TG), a strategy pos-
tulated as oppositional to GID. This paper investigates the divergences between GID and
TG as established by these arguments. The analysis focuses on the reception of GID as an
identity category. First, four binary oppositions are located: disability(disorder)—individual-
ity, body—society, Japan—the world, and other—self. Judith Butler’s argument about interpel-
lation is referenced to suggest that the ambivalent identification with GID is exemplified by
the double gesture of simultaneously denying and affirming that GID is a disability (disor-
der), and that it may be regarded as the exertion of agency. It is finally stipulated that TG is
constructed as a universal category through the foreclosing of the binary oppositions that
exist between GID and TG and by absorbing the otherness represented by GID. Ultimately,

this universalization erases any ambivalence about identification with GID.
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gender identity disorder, transgender argument, agency, identity, social model of disability
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