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Since the 1990s, gender quotas in elections have become a global phenomenon. One of the issues raised
about gender quotas concerns the qualifications of quota women. Previous study on the French Parity Law’s
experience shows quota women are as competent as or even more competent than non-quota women or non-
quota men. The comparison, however, is about average qualifications among these groups since the French
electoral system is proportional representation. Under proportional representation, it is impossible to know
whom a quota woman actually replaced.

Concerning qualifications, if there is a comparison between a woman who obtains the seat and the man
she unseats, then the comparison could offer a better insight into this issue. Taiwan’s electoral system allows
such comparisons because Taiwan used reserved seats with a SNTV-MMD (single non-transferrable vote
with multi-member district) electoral system in its local elections.

Based on the outcomes of Taiwan’s recent three local elections, this paper provides a direct comparison of
qualifications between women who are elected through reserved seats and the men they unseated. The results
show that the majority of women elected through the reserved seats have equal or better qualifications than
the men they unseated. Also, increasing reserved seats or gender quotas enhance not only women’s political

participation but also political competition.
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Just as women in Tokugawa Japan were subjugated to men, so too did most men suffer discrimination and
subjugation based on status & 47, class F&#l, and birth order FEZENE. If masculinity is seen as a system of
power relations among men, the family is a good place to start. Inequitable kinship relations with a system
of primogeniture fostered a kind of harmonious rivalry among siblings with differing consequences for each.
For samurai girls, Yamakawa Kikue has argued, femininity was acquired through obedience and self-sacrifice.
For samurai boys, the acquisition of masculinity meant finding wives and thereby reaching their masculine
potential as household heads. This was more difficult for second sons for whom heading a household was
not a given.

For this study of gender dynamics within an early modern family, I examine the case of Hirata Kaneya,
whose trials and tribulations are well documented in the records left by Hirata Atsutane and his descendants.
Kaneya did not always follow the path of a respectable samurai boy; instead he drank, fought, and insulted
his father.
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