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“Raising Children in Contemporary Japan.” Heinrich, Patrick and Galan, Christian (Eds.). Being Young in
Super-Aging Japan. Routledge.

Ji Young Kim, Masako Ishii-Kuntz and Suping Huang Hope and Despair in Three East Asian Cities:
Generations and Classes in Shanghai, Seoul, and Tokyo. Institute for Social Development and Policy
Research, Seoul National University.
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“The Use of Internet and SNS and Its Effect on Families and Children: Cases of Japan, South Korea, U.S.
and Sweden.” National Council on Family Relations, November 15.
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“The Relationship between the ICT/SNS Use and Fathers’ Participation in Child Care: Findings from a

Comparative Study in Japan, Korea, U.S. and Sweden” Seoul National University, Seoul, June 28.

“Research on Parent-Child Relations in Japan: The Past, Present and Future. Symposium: Emerging

discourses in parent-child relationship research in East Asia. Seoul National University, Seoul, June 27.
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After Dark: The Nighttime in Nineteenth Century Japan
[(WFFe4] 77« x> ¢ (Laura Nenzi, K7 12— KFH %)
[AF7Em %]

My research project, titled After Dark, looks at the perception of the night in early modern Japan, with a focus
on the nineteenth century. It then situates the case of late-Tokugawa Japan within a global context.

I contend that, despite the modern characterization of the Tokugawa period as an age defined by darkness and
by a quaint closeness to the forces of nature, nineteenth-century depictions and accounts of nocturnal landscapes
show that in the Tokugawa era the nighttime was treated as a moment apart, one to be dealt with cautiously.

One part of the project looks at the gendered implications of the night. In the realm of popular culture, gender
informed the fears enticed by the night (for example in the case of female ghosts). For the authorities, controlling
the nighttime and its spaces and activities was a way of buttressing the status system and of maintaining social order,
which included the management of issues related to gender.

In Tokugawa Japan, controlling the nighttime necessitated the replication (and possibly even the reinforcement) of
norms pertaining to gender and patriarchy. When tensions erupted (as with the eejanaika phenomenon of 1867), the
night became the time when the hetero-normative rules enforced during the day came into question, ambiguity took

center stage, and unorthodox behaviors became possible.

Singlehood in Contemporary Japan
[#F7E4 24 17 30T « % —h =17 =)L b (Annette Schad-Seifert, J+ ALVt A FRFT 2B ILR LT Hid57)
[WF7EN %]

Japan has been showing a marked trend towards developing into a society of single people. One of the causes
of this trend is an increase in the proportion of never-married persons and of persons who do not intend to ever
marry.

The important research question during my stay at Ochanomizu University has been to elucidate how the

motives and incentives for staying unmarried and living alone without a partner evolve during a life course. While
young people in Western European countries are living in cohabitation and forming intimate and family-like unions
without being officially married, this option is not chosen very often in Japan. Instead, young singles in in Japan are
living in their parents’ household for prolonged periods forming interdependent relationships with their parents even
at older ages.
For my research, I regard it as essential to understand why and for what merits an individual has deliberately decided
not to marry or remarry after being divorced or widowed, or, if there was no particular decision involved in this
status. [ am also going to investigate the positive and negative consequences of staying single in the long-term have
had for the individual.
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