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(¥ & HEE] THE MODERN GIRL IN JAPAN: FILM, FASHION, LABOR & SPORTS

Japan’s Modern Girl inspired envy and fear in the 1920s and 1930s. Advertisements showed her enjoying city life! She modeled
new fashions. She danced, played tennis, and went to the movies. She took up new kinds of work and romance. But the reality of
young women’s lives in the city was not always so rosy. Novels and films created stories—funny and tragic—about the Modern
Girl. This cultural studies seminar explores the fantasy and reality of Japan’s Modern Girl in various media: We look at lots of
images—photographs, advertisements, paintings. We talk about 1930s movies and stories. We read research on the lives of working
women. Using all this evidence, we ask the following questions about the Modern Girl.
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