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Abstract

COVID-19 and “Home” : From a Feminist Geographical Perspective

Minako KURAMITSU

Stay-at-home orders issued to limit the spread of infection during the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic have unexpectedly directed attention to the meanings of the term “home,” a con-
cept deliberated by human geographers since the 1970s. This paper reconsiders the space/
place called home from a feminist geographical perspective based on the author’s observa-
tion of phenomena relating to the home during COVID-19. Since Japan first declared a state
of emergency, it has become apparent that home is overwhelmingly imagined as a place
founded on heteronormativity, love, and safety. This significance is endorsed by the promo-
tion of remote work from home, the substance of national emergency response measures,
and appeals directing the public to stay at home, among other phenomena. At the same time,
stay-at-home orders issued since the declaration have unveiled the grave truth that home is
not an equally safe place for everyone. The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered varied ex-
periences that have compelled people to face discrete problems posed by the place they call
home. Many of the encountered difficulties are more serious than ones already mooted by
feminist geographers and impel a reconsideration of the significance and meanings of the

term “home.”
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home, feminist geography, gender, public/private dichotomy

74



