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Abstract

How women with developmental disabilities are seen by their supporters:
Persisting gender bias and its propagation by supporters

Rina MUKAI

There has been a growing interest in female developmental disabilities in recent years,
and several books have been written and published by professionals (e.g., doctors, psycholo-
gists, etc.) and the parents and families who assist women with developmental disabilities
(called “supporters’ books”). This study clarifies how these advocates perceive women with
developmental disabilities. Supporters’ books were analyzed using the modified grounded
theory (M-GTA). The results revealed that the advocates of women with developmental
disabilities believe that women confront numerous difficulties because their developmental
disorders are not easily recognized, they are prone to secondary disabilities, and they have
problems that manifest during adolescence, marriage, or work life. Citing gender roles as a
factor influencing the difficulties faced by women with developmental disabilities, the sup-
porters exhibited a gender bias toward the general image of women. Supporters’ books also
grant women with developmental disabilities the disclaimer of not needing to be feminine

by accepting the label of developmental disability.
Keywords

developmental disabilities, women with developmental disabilities, intersectionality, gender

bias
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