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Abstract
Sperm donation is an old reproductive technology. However, as it challenges preconceived
understandings of family, sexuality, race, normality, kinship and relatedness, the
technology continues to create political, ethical and regulative controversies globally.
Questions such as to whom sperm donation should be available, how should sperm donors be
categorized and selected, how can issues of kinship and relatedness be organized, and how
can donation be performed without health risks, continues to be raised. As Danish private
sperm banking has emerged, these negotiations are entangled with the global sales of sperm
across national borders, and fertility travelers crossing of borders to obtain treatments.
Drawing on two ethnographic fieldworks ten years apart in a Danish sperm bank and in
Danish fertility clinics, this presentation will inquire into how normative negotiations, that in
public debates are perceived as ethics, takes place through subversive practices of sales and
uses of donor sperm across the Danish border. In this presentation | am going to unpack how
these normative negotiations take place asking: How do different perceptions of what
constitute responsible sperm donation unfold through normative negotiations and subversive
practices, and how does changes of norms take place as controversies emerge when donated

sperm and fertility travelers cross borders?
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Methodologically, | have followed the sperm in the bank from cryopreservation and
categorization to the global sales of sperm. The practices of commodification and production
of sperm has emerged as the banks have had to navigate in changing regulations in Denmark,
the EU and abroad. The regulative changes likewise have played an important role in how
sperm donation is used in the Danish fertility clinics where | have carried out fieldwork and
interviewed staff and fertility travelers seeking treatment. Drawing on this empirical material,
| show how negotiations of sperm donation enable us to understand how normativity’s
constantly becomes reconfigured in the meeting of bodies, technologies and norms of making
babies, or what Karen Barad has termed material-discursive practices. At the same time as
this presentation is illustrative of how reproductive technologies include discriminatory
potentials, conceiving the world through reproductive technologies also raise questions that

show that worldings may take place in promising and less discriminatory ways.
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1 Ciconia was established in Copenhagen, in 1984 (see
http://www.ciconia.dk/index.php?menu_id=553). The clinic was established by Flemming

Christensen. According to Susan Lenz, who helped at the clinic, IVF was introduced in 1986
(Koch and Hansen 2007, 53).
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2 This was not the first Danish sperm bank using cryo preservation. Frederiksberg Hospital
had already established one in 1967. It did cryopreservation of all sperm used for treatment
(Rosenkvist 1979; Lebech 1980).

3 | employ the bank’s name used in an article describing the bank’s setup and development
(Nielsen and Hansen 1980).

4 The sperm bank closed its activities in 1997 (Puls 2012, 10).

5 Interview with Ole Schou.

6 Although private IVF clinics already existed, privatisation was viewed with ambivalence by
medical doctors, who primarily worked in public hospitals in which resources for controversial
technology were scarce. Rivalry has also been reported between private clinics in the initial

phase of IVF treatment (Koch and Hansen 2007, 49-57).
7 Interview with Ole Schou.

8 |nterview with Ole Schou.
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5:&%Eﬁttﬁﬁ%\E%ﬁ@ﬁv7»@ﬁﬁﬁaot?t%tzﬁ\%vﬁi@u%a%
T2HICHRTE > TWB Z EidRWL, W) ZEERTELDIHAREEINE Lz, EVEX
NIE, Y I NDRMELZAET Y Dhy TILDEBREZEIET W/l e a2 T5L5%
BFERNT —RIEBHD 272D TT, SHICIDEIBRFENI—A Y/ XORUEENDII 2 =T 4(C
Ehde, £VZLOIA—O Vv ROLUENR =0 - JUZy JITRBEEZITICED LS ITRY
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Lol L,

TAYAEWS DI, BREFFEEFFICEHE LRESFICHT2BERNOFEZBEANTH
DT ENTES, HRTH—DELBRDOTYTA, 90 FRUE, TAYDOBEENRIH P FETA
DRRICEIETRF—%2RkOTo/VARFICaAvE I T BEIICh>TWE LAY, HBFY

10 http://www.storkklinik.dk/635/nina-storks-beretning

11 Correspondence with Ole Schou.

16


http://www.storkklinik.dk/635/nina-storks-beretning

IGS A5/ w3+ — (4 TESEE)
202147828 (£)#E
BEMBEF AV ARE—RE- O — S HAIE N >—

Issues Regarding Commercial Sperm Banks from The Ethical, Gender and Social Perspective
A RitE, HEOEERCARROFEEF 7B F N —0BFa sV =y 7ICEBEERET 572
J725720TETH, ZOHEBET XY hDo U=y ok, BFEBATIBERIEUEEDHY T
W EVWSRBHEZFTF - TCWE LT, INHVUVF AN R F—0 7B 74 —L%EE>T, LD
HE 0 ELDEREZBFTHET, 7ATZ4—LEHLERLELI EVWS LS ITROD Z oIS
IC7 Y F L7212, 2000 FISWE VAR AV R—F>aFIliF [ RAVYCFET - 74F N
] EWISHBFNVIETAYATERILLE LI, SORAVIFET - I T7AFNNVTIET Y
=D OBEFEHAL T, TAYHOBEE~DORGEZHKBLEL]:, FF—BREIIEBELZTLTE
M. TR DEEEICEDE XL T Y MANAF LT EWSERDT TV KA, ZDRH Y
PFETARNF— HEVEREINLBEFITIToNE LT,

ITA—NIVERBEFPA—HLEZLICHLREEERD

I ) FZDOKETBA~DERIZ, 7 O—NILBEEAT - DTN —HLL—
FUICEDE D BEEEER TN ZRTHFHEERETLL D, REICHETFZEET 2B, 7V
FRIKEDOEKRT HRV ) - JEEZFRALAINIERST, £-FAMIE LY FlA NS
—7R74—LERELABRUINIERY FEATLE, BE. TYY—270RBEBF AV 7 1E, #
REEDOHA FZAVPREBE—HTHZOEDRY ) —= v JREETEREZ{T>TVLET,

HEHEZDEDICNF—DOFMARTA7 4 —LZHAET LWV DIE, 7 XY AHHICHIG
THODICHETCEDOTEN, LEINDPEE-T-ZLICL->T, TYY—27DHRTH, BF
REICBLTSETOITAYERZET L) AHLVWEEOITA, EERMNARONELDICHY X
L7ce ZUF R AV R—=F2aFIIEEY, 7AYHHHEEIFICEREOZ VWA T7 4 —IL%
BORF—%27—ILLTWELED, ZOMAICHEETIEIAPENTEE LT,

2004 F, BETELRIBEFINVI [ /NTAY T - I7A4FNR | HEIINE LT
ZONRZIE [F3—ayBFArT] EWSERIZE[N T 27894 bE2BALT, BLELD
ICEFERFTLIILD, ZZTRERTAYHDARPRAINE LTz, 2EYHFRAERICAEDZTHA
INTZBIC, BEZOREBEFZTRYAAT, EXANAT7TA7 4 —LZxdb D=0, LU %L
DEBRHIEHFIN/ZTAT7 4 —LEF DR F—DOWLWITNAEZDALZLEENRIRLTHLLE
WO KD BERAEE-7T2DTT, ZUFRBFEMLICEITLE, TCICALLIBRT XU D
FRERBALELZ, &5, A—ByXBFNAY I Ab—=0 -0)Zv IR Ty<Y—0JT
BIEESRET 2DV Zy 712, SN ELOBRIBHF N7 O7 14— LEF O —D
BT ORMERDE LT,
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12 |nterview with Ole Schou.
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A7 4—IENFEEZD R F—DBREWVWS ZENABEICA - TEF L, THZ IR ->TH,
EE7=HlE. BOTRELIZECH Y TIVICEBRZD N F—%E ) M EOBRRZRET %
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2012 &, Z OAETEFBIEANICEE Y 2RI OEENTEIT I N D HBOEAMFTIC, ARRERIERERE 1 2,
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REEN, BEORNETLEF v R THRIRESNE L7z, 2009 FXTICZ D N —DfEFIRE
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EoMTER-> T BFAY I OEENMENMBEINIZE VLT, BRI TEVICEEIN/T-D
TERWHDEWIERREAT A THBRELE LTz MESINI-ERBRBOHINIEBICEZL 72
. FIEBFREICL > THELZFELEADFVLRLOERFAR, H5WITAHRZEICHT S
TR, ZNh HIMERFR. H2WIEELRHERBOEEICHT 2ALHEAEDE > T, FEAD
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2013 FDFIC, ZOBFAVZIEFREBRNBR =2 —XTRY EFonF Lz, 20 & FICE
REINLZETHE. A X XOEBNAETr —RIESAETONE LT, 4 B 28BN —F 4

13 Until 2013, the term ‘artificial conception’ was used in legislation. It was amended to
‘assisted reproduction’ in 2013, when the law was passed on November 21. (Lovforslag L.

Nr. 32.2013.)
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Presentation Slides

Subversive Practices of Donor Sperm

REEBFOLI--I1EE

Ethics on the Border
MEDEIE

Stine Willum Adrian
ARTA D4 T L TARY T
Associate Professor
Aalborg University
A—IK—K% A

Home insemination "
4 » || + | o dk.cryosinternational.com/ private-customers/home- nsemination.aspx [ |0
&3 (1) BE Yahoo! Nyheder~ Apple Google Maps Populwre ¥  cats_cradle8-09jpg
World leading sperm bank | Donor semen. World largest sele... | World leading sperm bank 1 Home insemination =

==l

DUFR Foe—Y —=ii

€ryos | Denmark shang

W HOME M PRIVATE CUSTOMERS MICLINICS W SEMEN STORAGE MABOUT US

e mseminaien 3 cin s gy 1 4

W Do you deliver donor semen to private customers for
‘home insemination?

Yes. Cryos is a licensed tissue center according to the EU-
Tissue directive and as such we can deliver tested and
screened donor semen to anybody. Also to private patients
for home insemination.

However, we always recommend that you are under the care
of a physician or other health professionals. There are so
many circumstances which must be considered regarding
artificial insemination; for example medical examination,
diagnosis, scanning, timing, and hormonal stimulation or
other types of A provider
will be able to provide a much more effective treatment
which often results in chances of pregnancy per cycle which
are 3 to 4 times higher, or they can perform treatments such
as i i directly into the
uterine cavity) or IVF (In Vitro Fertilisation) which cannot be
performed by private customers at home.

Worldwide-Delivery

The donor semen is the same quality and standards as we
deliver to fertility clinics.

W Do you ship anonymous donor semen to countries where
anonymity is banned illegal?

— -, For instance Sweden, United Kingdom, Switzerland, Austria
HREECER e

Yes. Cryos' license does not regulate what can be delivered )
to whom, so we can deliver all kinds of tested semen to
anybody - both anonymous and non-anonymous semen. In
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How do different perceptions of what constitute
responsible sperm donation unfold through normative
negotiations and subversive practices, and how does
changes of norms take place as controversies emerge
when donated sperm and fertility travellers cross
borders?

RINEBDETHEFIRIETHLIM . TNZEEHT DD
[SONTDSESFERHIL. REABRBELIF=AER
BZZBELTEDLIICERASNTLSDM, Fi-, REHFF©
HFEMN B TEBANTADNERZEZSESITHENEL
e EDIIBRBEDEILINEIDDIEEIH?

Normative negotiations
FRER R3S

e State policies regarding sperm donation are in
constant change

HBFIREICETSIECMDOBRIETRATEILT S,

® Private sperm banks are by passing and
challenging legal regulations to increase sales

FARIEAEF NV FFR L Z MRS =OITERNGREZ DY)
TIHENRBELELEO>TLVS,
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Normative negotiations
IREEI S

® Women and couples cross national borders and
boundaries in order to obtain treatment that they
are excluded from in their home country or
treatments that are not legal or accessible.

o ZHEPAYTILN, BETEHBERESATLVY, EEET
Hotf=Y, RO F—DLNVEETR TNV AR
ROTERZBAS.

Normative negotiations
FREERITR 3T

® And in clinical practice, private clinics are
negotiating treatment options as well as guidelines
regarding who should have access to treatment and
who should not.

* BRDEETIE, TIAR—rDI )=y oM, N EERE
Zltondh, ZIHonGONIBETEAANSAU1EFT
2 BROFBREZRYRDH TS,
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Methodology:Multi-sited/multi-modal
Ak SWR/ERETIL

In 2001-2003: Interviews with staff at sperm banks
and fertility clinics, interviews with women and
couples, observations at sperm banks and public and
private fertility clinics, websites, documents,
observation at ESHRE, legal and regulative
documents, news on donation.

2001-2003%F : 5 F/\ VORI BEI )=V ITREIVD,

FLTEME., Ay TILIZTAVBE 21— FBEF I\ 0019

—17’<57°74'\—I~7'J W CEHRBELIM, Dy TH A,
ESHRE(IXU\I\IEFE%“—%L&B’]ﬁ#ﬁbfﬁ‘iﬁul Eﬁ‘é‘é- ~
IREEED =1 —R AL L.

Methodology:Multi-sited/multi-modal

Ak BWR/EHETIL

In 2011-2013: Observations at sperm banks and

fertility clinic, interviews with recipients of donor

sperm, 5 months of observation at a fertility clinic,

conducted during spring 12 and spring 13, 3 weeks

of observation at a sperm bank, Observations at a

fertility conference ESHRE, interviews with staff at

fertility clinics/sperm banks, media debates,

regulative documents

2011-2013%F: BF/IN\VIRTAEBEI ) VI TODEE,

RBEBEFOLUEIUMIAVRE2a— L, FIEAEI)=vY

TIX5H A M. **?l§/7‘Clzt2012¢L‘2013¢l:3ﬁf§]0)
oy %Eﬁﬁ’&ﬁoto iT_EHSREd) :ti%ﬁ L. FiEAaE
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Cryopreserved sperm

RIRRERT
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Hans Rosenkvist
IR A—E99 4 AR

® ‘Do not tell your child about its conception, unless

you agree that it will be in the best interest for the
child’ (1979, 286).

* ZLLESP O TRBLIE-DMNFEBITEET CENEDFD
KEDHITBEHERDENGEL, ENEFEBITELT
[X7EB7ELY, (19794, 286H)
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Changes of practices and legislation concerning
donor sperm in Denmark
TUOR—IDBEFNVICETEIREREEREDOEL

Practise (i)
19994F 2 — 7B
19834 #DIVF LXETP -5 )

ErStIVE (CAID% 12 ¢
1983 ROy

Stork anonymous
anonymous Lesbian/ 2004/2006

single 1999 2004/06.*:]5
By ERTOHEHE LTINS

2006/20074F 2 B4R F—

@midwife
Ext.prof.

Anonymous special
donors @MD
2006/2007?

sperm donor

JEE 4 fat

v

Law on ART anonymous
:ég;%A " +hetero only 1997
eyl

Law of ethical 19974 ARTE &L ~N70O0Dd Anonymous and non-
council 1987 anonymos donation +

extended prof 2012

Parliamentary Lesbian/single can be

£1953 treated by MD’s 2007 —
TR T o 20124 B4 JFERIRGE

20074 LZEF s bt S O I EE A
Re ulatlon (FR#) KO8 PORE SN B
d. E

The Stork Clinic was developed in 1999
1999FICAM—99) =IO M FHEREND

- ;:‘::‘-B;l m
Q o | s - ~
StorkKlinik 7.
SlorkCllmc Adlfferen! fertility Clinic .
S S e . TV [ W I e

Iofscmaten abvd vemiwres
;\u.Nz ke A
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Viking babies...
INFTUTEDFRERA

STORK IVF KLINIK
FA FERTILITETSBEHANDLING HER - INGEN VENTETID |8

Che Telegraph . a

Friday 15 August 2014
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Invasion of the Viking babies

With a growing demand for donor fathers, women are turning to Danishspermbanks ~ ® Zalando
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Vikings go til America

Scandinavian Cryobank is an American sperm bank based in
Seattle that specializes in worldwide delivery of cryopreserved
Scandinavian donors.

We strive to provide our customers with 3 product of
exceptional quality and unique characteristics.
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000

Donor | European Sperm Bank | Sperm donor .
|4 >+ @ europeanspermbank.com [ 1‘0‘]
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a Donor | European Sper... 0
US dlents please dickhers  SELECT LANGUAGE
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£ S Sher Bk HOME DONORLIST FEES DONOR SCREENING ABOUTUS CONTACTUS FAQ LOGIN

Now you can select and order donor sperm
from one of Europe's leading sperm banks

Search our sperm donor list and access
donor information

Agron is Caucasian/Scandinavian, with Blue eyes and Light nwm
Brown hair. He is 197 cm in height and weighs 100 kg.

European Sperm Bank ApS | Falkoner Al 63,2 | DK-2000 Copenhagen Frederiksberg Denmark | Tel.+453834 3600 | Infoeuropeanspermbank.com

| 4 > | [+ | | © www.europeanspermbank.com < oo <perm donor phns o Eic ¢ |
US clionts ploase diickhory - SELECT LANGUAGE

European Sperm Bank HOME ‘DONORLIST! FEES DONOR SCREENING ABOUTUS CONTACTUS FAQ LOGIN

1) Click on the donors below 1o got mora information.

Race/Emnicity Eyes
(a ]

Donor
Aadesh
Adler
Agrer
Agron
Aidan
Axira
Axsel
Akon
Abert
Aleks.
Amar
Aimin
Altin
Avar
Avin
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| @ dk.cryosintemational.com — eicome 1o Cryos Infermational oo

Qy(B|Denmark Donor Search Donor Sperm  Semen Storage  For Clinics ~ Contact | @ v

o]
Welcome to the world’s largest selection

of donors

v v/ Supply 1o more than 70 countries
1. Race
W Ay (" African [ Asian (" Caucasian
(1 Hispanic (" Midae Eastem
2. Hair colour
W Ay (@

'
§

Black
(" DakBiond (" DwrkBrown @

3. Eye colour
W Aay " 8uwe " BusGreen 7 BueGrey
() Beown [ Brown/Green [ Brown/Grey [ Green
(7 GreenGrey  ( Grey

Search for donor
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435 donors match the search criteria
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98/216
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O you not find what you searched for? Try searching in one of our other departments.

Global Site » Cryos Iaternations] - Denmark ApS o Vesterbro Yary 1-3, Sth floor « DK-8000 Aarhus €. + Deamark ++ 43 86760609 + dk@cryosinternational.com
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Changes of practices and legislation concerning
donor sperm in Denmark
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Thank you
swa@hum.aau.dk
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CiERE. HYMNESITTNVELS!
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Biographical notes of Dr. Stine Willum Adrian
Stine Willum Adrian is an Associate Professor in Techno-Anthropology at Aalborg University,

Denmark. She is trained as a sociologist and holds a PhD in feminist STS and cultural
analysis from the Department of Gender Studies, Linkoping University, Sweden. Adrian’s
work is interdisciplinary joining ethnography of medical technologies and feminist theory with
cultural analysis, ethics and law. Her research interests lie in questions concerning
reproductive technologies of life and death, gender, intersectionality, ethics of technologies,
and ethnographic methods. Adrian has carried out several comprehensive ethnographic
fieldworks of reproductive technologies, not least she has for years studied the globalization
of Danish sperm and the increase in fertility travelers coming to Denmark for donor

sperm. She published so many Journal articles and book chapters.

She published so many Journal articles and book chapters. (e.g.)

Adrian, S. W. (2019): Rethinking Reproductive Selection, Traveling Transnationally for Sperm,
BioSocieties. Online.

Adrian, S.W. (2017): Sperm Stories: Sociotechnical Imaginaries of Sperm Donation and Sperm
Banking in Denmark. Assisted Reproduction Across Borders : Feminist Perspectives on
Normalizations, Disruptions and Transmissions. Merete Lie; Nina Lykke (eds.). Vol. 1 1.

ed. Routledge. London.
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Changes of practices and legislation concer

rm
donor sperm in Denmark
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