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Where We Are Now in Feminist Art Histories
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Abstract

The Introduction of Gender Art Historical Methodology to Representations
of Modern Society: Using Ama’s Portrayal in Modern Japan as an Example

Tomoko KIRA

The scope of art history research based on gender perspectives transcends so-called
works of art to include everyday images. This paper applies the methodology of the history
of gender art to the subject of “flaming.”

I refer to the extant studies on the image of the female diver in premodern works of art as
well as modern paintings, photographs, and movies to examine the representation of Ama
in modern times.

Ama denoted an exemplary symbolic representation of Confucian morality from premod-
ern to modern times. Afterward, she was articulated as a different character that combined
sexual fantasy, eros, and exoticism. I confirm that the modern conception of Ama is unreal;
it is an imaginary idea that integrates the socially desired fragments of Ama’s persona, in-

corporating a newly created image of Ama while retaining the reflection of a historical Ama.

Keywords

Gender Art History, Representation, Ama, Sexual Fantasy, Exoticism
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Abstract

The Politics of Eros: Japanese art between 1960 and 1970

[zumi NAKAJIMA

Eros was perceived in many parts of the world in the 1960s and 1970s as the conception
of human liberation. Numerous artists attempted nude events and expressions of sexuality.
However, the interpretations and expressions of Eros differed between men and women Jap-
anese artists. Yasuhiro Yoshioka and Yoko Ono shared endeavors to “photograph genitals
directly.” However, Yoshioka denied Eros by objectifying and silencing women while Ono’s
video works were oriented toward the liberation of the female Eros. Simultaneously, Yayoi
Kusama and Tetsumi Kudo presented phallic objects related to their identities. Kusama ex-
pressed herself as a woman liberated in control of Eros by pluralizing the phallus and daring
to play with it. Kudo’s phallus symbolized the west, and he reconstructed the identity of the
Japanese male in relation to the western idea of Eros through his renditions of the violent and

repressive behaviors of the phallus.

Keywords

Eros, gender, sexuality, art, feminism
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3 Harold Bloom, The Anxiety of Influence, New York, Oxford University Press, 1973/1997 (N1 )V K+ 7 )b — 4
[EBORL] WNEEH T IV 4 BRI TR FE, 2004,30-32 HSM) o

4 Griselda Pollock, Avant-Garde Gambits 1888-1893, London, Thames and Hudson, 1992.p.14. Ko v 7 H &, H
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Abstract

Modernism and the “Woman” Artist: Romaine Brooks’ Sapphic Modernism

Chika AMANO

In the first half of the twentieth century, there were more women artists than ever before
in France and the critics at that time referred to this situation. However, women artists were
excluded from the history of art as the modernist standpoint was disseminated. What per-
spective can we adopt to study the artistic production of these women whose viewpoints dif-
fered from the formalism-focused modernism? In this paper, I will examine the self-portrait
painted in 1923 by Romaine Brooks, an American painter in France, and analyze the ways
in which the existences and desires of “woman” artists, including their diverse sexualities,
were made visible through reconfigurations of the existing representational codes. I will
also discuss the visualization of Sapphic Modernism through some of her portraits painted
during this period, attending to the lesbian relationships, women's networks, and modernist

creativity.

Keywords
Modernism, Romaine Brooks, Woman Artist, 20th Century French Art, Sapphic Modernism
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Abstract

“Wartime Women Painters Crossing Borders: Haruko Hasegawa, Fumie
Taniguchi, and Mitsuko Arai”

Megumi KITAHARA

How did women painters live from the 1930s to the end of the war in Japan?

This paper will introduce three women painters. (1) Haruko Hasegawa (1895-1967) oc-
cupied the core of a network of female Western-style painters. She visited France and other
Asian countries in which the Japanese military was expanding. (2) Fumie Taniguchi (Senka,
19102001, died in the U.S.) was a Japanese painter famous in the art world for her images of
modern girls. (3) Mitsuko Arai (Mitsu Yashima, 1908—1988, died in the U.S.), participated
in the proletarian art movement, and fled to the U.S.

The three women differed substantially in their activities and attitudes toward the war,
however, they shared two attributes: their dynamic spatial mobility and the contradictions
and conflicts they experienced by being both women and painters searching for self-expres-
sion. Their representations unsettled existing gender frameworks. This paper evaluates the
characteristic activities and visual representations of the three artists and probes the simi-
larities and differences between them. It also takes the gender perspective to investigate the
reasons for their oblivion, the gender norms of their times, and the existing concepts apropos

war paintings.

Keywords

woman artist, war, visual representation, transnationalism, gender
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Abstract

The Effectiveness and Challenges of Intersectionality in Public Policy: An
Analysis Using the Perspective of Theoretical Frameworks and Critical
Praxis

Mami TAKAHASHI

The awareness of diversity has increased in recent years, generating the urgent need to
understand and respond to multiple forms of inequality and discrimination resulting from
differences between populations. This study builds on the extant research to examine the
concept of intersectionality and demonstrates the effectiveness and challenges of applying
this principle to public policy. The concept of intersectionality is grounded in social move-
ment and offers two perspectives. First, it delivers a theoretical framework enabling the
analysis of complex systems of oppression and power relations. Second, it presents a critical
praxis perspective seeking to achieve social justice. These two standpoints are particularly
useful for public policy, which reflects varied social inequalities. Intersectionality-based pol-
icy analysis enables researchers to apprehend the manifold differences and unequal power
relationships in policy development. Such examinations also allow the critical questioning
of policymaking processes to build equitable societies. Despite the promise of incorporating
intersectionality into public policy, developing effective practical methods and conducting
further intersectionality-based analysis are critical, especially in the context of policies in

Japan.

Keywords

intersectionality, public policy, inequality, diversity, feminist policy studies
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Abstract

Multiple Orientations as Animating Misdelivery: Theoretical Considera-
tions on Sexuality Attracted to Nijigen (Two-Dimensional) Objects

Yuu MATSUURA

This article aims to explain theoretically that it is possible to be attracted to nijigen (two-
dimensional) objects that is not reduced to an attraction to “real” flesh-and-blood people
(“interpersonally oriented sexuality”’) and how such a sexuality can be made invisible. In-
terpersonally oriented sexuality has been taken for granted in previous studies. This article
considers desire for nijigen as desire for "artifacts created based on the stock of knowledge
that has become an artificial environment.” Then, by rereading Hiroki Azuma’s criticism
against “negative theology” as criticism against gender binarism and interpersonally ori-
ented sexuality-centrism, this article theorizes about "subversion by animating misdelivery,"
which idles the reproduction of rules and norms in the real world. Finally, it is explained that
such non-interpersonally oriented sexuality is cunningly erased in a way that is different
from suppression or repression, in that “it loses meaning,” through Judith Butler and Donald
Winnicott. In so doing, this article suggests the necessity of further research on criticizing

interpersonally oriented sexuality-centrism.
Keywords

interpersonally oriented sexuality centrism, gender binarism, literalizing fantasy, pornogra-

phy, performance/animation
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Abstract

Bodies That Appear “Before the Law™: Rethinking and Integrating the Ba-
sic Concepts of Cornell and Butler

Shinichi NAGANO

This study explores how bodies stand “before the law” if and when a law forces them to
conform to a given concept of sex.

The term “before the law” denotes the conception of an ideal arena whose members are
equally free as persons. The notion cannot be reduced to legal discourse comprising stat-
utes, precedents, scientific documents, and such materials; rather, it represents a space that
precedes that kind of discourse.

First, this paper examines Cornell’s conception of the imaginary domain to confirm that
we can posit those subjects who, so as to materialize their freedom to (re) imagine and (re)
create their bodily image, both locate themselves “before the law” and confront all legal
discourse that embeds discriminatory and binding order in the material world.

Second, this paper critically integrates Butler’s theories on social movements with Cor-
nell’s ideas to prove that such subjects can appear exactly as bodies whose differences are
irreducible to each other.

This study is original in its focal attention on the ideality and corporeality of subjects who

criticize laws.

Keywords

Law, bodies, sex, the imaginary domain, appearance
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Abstract

To Speak and to Speak Out: Reflections on Identity in Sexual Assault and
Trauma Care

Hitomi INOUE

The clinical domain of sexual assault trauma has recently emphasized the narrative ap-
proach to treatment and recovery. However, the issue of women who remain silent about
their experiences has not been studied beyond the consideration of such reticence as a trau-
ma symptom. This paper takes a new perspective on this research trend and attempts to
elucidate that the object of trauma care is not necessarily the subject who speaks out but
the behaviors that represent an experience to others. Such an approach also highlights the
risks of the narratives of sexual assault victims being translated into the medical language
of trauma and underscores the danger that the silence of victims would be assumed to stem
from not accessing support institutions. Therefore, this paper illuminates the possibility that
remaining silent is not necessarily a negative stance; it is, rather, another legitimate way of

self-expression.

Keywords

sexual assault, trauma, narrative, identity, medicalization
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Abstract

A Reconstruction of the History of Independent Queer Films in Mainland
China Using A New Mode of Classification

Ning Yu

This article is positioned in the context of Queer Asia studies to examine the production of
independent queer films in mainland China. It intends to articulate this history using a new
approach. Initially, it describes the concept of Chinese independent queer films with refer-
ence to the research domains of Chinese independent films and queer films. Subsequently, it
suggests a new mode of classification for such films apropos the evolutionary history of Chi-
nese independent films. This proposed categorization differs from the conventional meth-
odology based on the filmmaker’s sexuality; the new classification mode divides such films
into three groups: art cinema productions by independent film directors, queer community
productions in the form of queer video activism, and works by students. This proposed cat-
egorization method is grounded in the discrete contexts within which the films were made.
Finally, the present study utilizes the proposed method to articulate the evolutionary history
of the Chinese independent queer film by analyzing certain neglected works such as the first
documentary Comrades (Feng Wang, Gary Wu, 1996). In so doing, it offers a novel under-

standing of independent queer filmmaking in mainland China.
Keywords

Chinese independent films, Chinese independent queer films, Comrades, queer video activ-

ism
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Jan Bardsley

Maiko Masquerade:

Crafting Geisha Girlhood in Japan
(University of California Press 2021 ISBN 978-0-520-29644-2(paperback) US$29.95+tax)

Who would have thought that there was a
serious, scholarly monograph to be written
about maiko? Jan Bardsley shows in her
deeply researched and carefully constructed
book that there most certainly is. Bardsley
has long been interested in representation,
especially “the construction and influence
of cultural icons” (xii), and she has explored
some of these icons in her earlier work.' In
this book, she examines “representations
of the maiko as a cultural icon of Japanese
girlhood for a national audience” (3). The
texts she analyzes include guides to life and
work in Kyoto’s hanamachi; memoirs by
former maiko and geiko; as well as movies,
“light novels,” television series, and manga.

Apart from the chapter on movies, which

TV vy Wi 255 20224F

MAIKO
MASQUI

G.G. Rowley
(School of Law, Waseda University)

looks back to Mizoguchi Kenji’s Gion
bayashi (1953), Sugie Toshio’s Janken
musume (1955), and Fukasaku Kinji’s
Omocha (1998), Bardsley focuses on work
produced in Japan in the 2000s, mostly by
women.

There are discussions of Yamato Waki’s
manga Kurenai niou (2003-7), itself based
on Iwasaki Mineko’s memoir Geiko Mineko
no hana-ikusa: Honma no koi wa ippen
dosu (2001; translated as Geisha, A Life,
2002); Koyama Aiko’s manga Maiko-san-
chi no Makanai-san (2016-2020), centered
on the okiya cook Kiyo and her maiko
pal Momohana; the NHK morning drama
Dandan (screened 2008-9); and Nanami

Haruka’s 54 volume light novel series

1 See the collection of essays Bad Girls of Japan, ed. Laura Miller and Jan Bardsley (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2005); and Bardsley’s “Transbeauty IKKO: A Diva’s Guide to Glamour, Virtue, and
Healing,” in Diva Nation: Female Icons from Japanese Cultural History, ed. Laura Miller and Rebecca
Copeland, 133-50 (University of California Press, 2018).
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Chiyogiku ga iku (2002-14), featuring
the teenage boy Okamura Mikiya who
crosses gender to masquerade as the maiko
Chiyogiku. There is also a chapter focusing
on maiko visual comedy in everything from
hand towels to manga. These amusing twists
on maiko as icon serve to “mute the historical
weight of [Kyoto’s] world heritage sites”
and satirize the constraints of being a maiko.
(162)

Bardsley’s is no breathlessly adulatory
account. Throughout, she astutely places the
maiko’s masquerade—the “endless public
performance of compliant femininity” (137)
—in a broader socio-political perspective.
For example, in her discussion of three first-
person accounts of life in Kyoto’s hanamachi,

she observes:

the personal success story as a genre
complements the neoliberal climate of the
2000s in Japan where the responsibility for
one’s lifelong health and financial stability
rests on one’s own shoulders. These
kinds of success stories tend to translate
forms of discrimination and structural
inequalities into personal hurdles that one
must overcome. One must steel individual

resolve, not buck the system. (86)

Likewise, in NHK’s Dandan, “the maiko

as the quintessential Japanese girl comes
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to understand her role in maintaining her
arts community, sending a powerfully
conservative message about the end-goal of
girlhood in Japan,” and “reassur[ing] viewers
of the nation’s well-being, its procreative
future, and their identity as Japanese.” (134)

Maiko Masquerade began as an attempt
to answer questions posed by students in the
“Geisha in History, Fiction, and Fantasy”
first-year seminar, later undergraduate
course, that Bardsley taught at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
for many years. In 2002, I had the pleasure
of discussing Masuda Sayo’s memoir
Autobiography of a Geisha (Columbia
University Press, 2003) with students
enrolled in the seminar and can vouch for its
seriousness of purpose and the high standards
expected.

It is no surprise, then, that Maiko
Masquerade is designed for classroom use.
Bardsley begins each chapter with a clear
scene-setting section, describing the subject
she will explore and the sources that will
illustrate the journey. She ends each chapter
with a summary-conclusion. Her website
features links to teaching materials: reading
questions, writing exercises, and discussion
activities, all requiring real engagement from
students. (See: https://janbardsley.web.unc.
edu/welcome-to-teaching-materials/). She

uses a wide range of texts and colleagues



will find their research generously cited
throughout. I can see the book working in
a first-year seminar as well as a variety of
other courses: on gender, girlhood, or popular
culture in Japan; on Kyoto as both Old Japan
and Cool Japan (25); and in those examining
the creation of imagined communities and
national narratives.

Bardsley shows that despite the
performative effort required of a real maiko,
her image “works in Kyoto to create spaces
of female pleasure, sites and things that
particularly welcome girls and women,

domestic and international, to play, eat,

Ty —WgE 2575 20224

shop, do makeovers, and engage in romantic
fantasies of the maiko’s shojo girlhood.” (21)
She finds that women professionals—writers,
academics, artists—have also become
consumers of hanamachi culture, enjoying
parties (ozashiki) with geiko and promoting
its salon culture. (203)

Maiko Masquerade is full of many
surprising discoveries. Bardsley writes with a
light touch that successfully draws the reader
in to her analytic project. Even to one who
lives here, Kyoto and Japan appear different

now.
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Chelsea Szendi Schieder

Coed Revolution:

The Female Student in the Japanese New Left
(Duke University Press 2021, ISBN 978-1-4780-1145-3 [paper] US$25.95)

ey F
COED "a
REVOLUTION

Setsu Shigematsu

(Department of Media and Cultural Studies, University of California, Riverside)

Chelsea Szendi Schieder’s Coed Revolution:
the Female Student in the Japanese New
Left is an articulate and colorful contribution
to understanding the gendered contours of
Japan’s 1960s-1970s student movement.
Szendi Schieder’s book offers a corrective to
existing representations of a male-dominated
movement by providing a counter-history
that focuses on the figure of the female
activist. She presents her work as a partial
rejoinder to Oguma FEiji’s /968 (2009) and
Suga Hidemi’s 1968 nen (2006). While
shifting our attention to women is important,
this work can be simultaneously illuminating
yet harmful when undertaken without
adequate care and citation.

One of the book’s original contributions
is an analysis of the family background of
well-known figures such as Kanba Michiko
(1937-1960) who is remembered as a
martyr of the 1960 Anpo struggle. Szendi

Schieder’s historiography illuminates the
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fraught family dynamics of women activists,
and particularly how parents’ variously
viewed their daughters’ activism and, on
occasion, shared their opinions in the media.
The opening chapter focuses on Kanba
and unfolds a diachronic history of female
activists. The second chapter title derives
from Tokoro Mitsuko’s book, My Love and
Rebellion (Waga ai to hangyaku 1969), a
posthumously published collection of this
Todai graduate student’s writings. The author
discusses Tokoro’s criticisms of the capitalist
logic of productivity versus horizontality and
women’s logic, which informed many of the
principles of the Zenkydtd movement. Here,
Szendi Schieder draws on many insights
from Guy Yasko’s excellent dissertation on
Tokoro and Zenkyoto.

One of the primary aims of Coed Revolution
is to analyze the mass media’s impact on
the movements, while exploring the themes

of vulnerability, violence and voice as it

DOI : 10.24567/0002000558



relates to the agency and representation
of female activists. The author’s analysis
of activists such as Kanba and Tokoro are
welcome contributions to our understanding
of their lasting contributions to the history of
communist and leftist postwar activism.

A wonderful dimension of Szendi
Schieder’s book are the photographs that
provide a rich visual representation of the
era. These include photos from inside the
university barricades (92), images of women
injured (88) and arrested (144) and making
onigiri (rice balls) (98). Coed Revolution
contains a valuable photo of Kashiwazaki
Chieko, the activist who was apparently
nicknamed “Gewalt Rosa” (138). The mass
media used this term for some Zenkyoto
women activists, which combined the
German word gewalt (meaning violence
and force) and Rosa, after Rosa Luxemburg
(1871-1919), the Polish revolutionary
who was an inspiration for many Japanese
students. These women were considered
distinct from the negative stereotype of
the sexualized activist women who were
(mis)treated like “public toilets” or the
more common role of female activists
who willingly offered what is considered
feminized support work such as making food,
doing domestic labor, providing first aid,
mimeographing flyers, and handbills, etc.

While Schieder provides more depth

Ty —WgE 2575 20224

and richness to figures such as Kanba,
Tokoro and includes voices of feminist
activists such as Yonezu Tomoko and Mori
Setsuko in Chapter Three, titled, “Is the
Personal Political?” and Chapter Four,
“When you Fuck a Vanguard Girl”—it is
unfortunate that the author fails to properly
cite published works. There are certainly
expectations and pressures in academia to
appear original; however, there are also
established referencing practices to cite
works that have analyzed the same subject
matter. For example, the context and content
about Kanba in Chapter One has been
published in Organizing the Spontaneous
(2001), and arguments in Chapters Two,
Three, and Four about New Left sexism and
masculinist practices have been extensively
addressed in my book Scream from the
Shadows (2012) but appear without citation.
Moreover, it is concerning how patterns
of citation and appropriation can maintain
the racial dynamics in Area Studies/Japan
Studies whereby Euro-American authors
are privileged as knowledge producers due
to a history of global white supremacy and
colonialism.

The most original content is in Chapter
Five, but is framed with a problematic
subtitle: “the Creation of the Terrifying,
Titillating Female Student Activist.” This

chapter discusses Kashiwazaki and Kato
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Hiroko, the activist known as “Kikubashi
101,” who became a model of resistance
following her refusal to reveal her identity to
police while incarcerated. It is unclear how
these women are “terrifying or titillating;”
however, these words reimpose a sexist
and sexualized framing of women who
are ostracized and abjected for not being
nurturing, peaceful, and appropriately sexual,
modest, and chaste. Such terms reinscribe
Japanese women activists as frightening and
alluring and reinforces the media’s dominant
perspective. While this approach is not
exclusive to this author, it is symptomatic
of how often non-Japanese scholars extract
from Japanese history and claim expertise but
may fail to realize the unintentional harm of
their scholarship. In this chapter, the author
also addresses Nagata Hiroko (1945-2011)
and Fusako Shigenobu (1945-), who are
arguably the two most well-known women
activists of this era. In addition to restating

the media’s misogynist portrayal of the
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“ugly” Nagata (155), the author reproduces
the vilification of Shigenobu, the leader of the
disbanded revolutionary group, the Japanese
Red Army, without engagement with their
writing, thought, philosophy, and praxis.
The author reinscribes the dehumanizing
framing of Shigenobu as a “terrorist”
(155-6), a racialized and even racist term
(especially when used in the US), without
critical contextualization. In addition, she
mistakenly blames Shigenobu for helping
organize the Lod Airport operation (155)
without evidence, and thereby validates both
the mainstream media and the colonialist
(US-Israel-Japan) states’ master narrative.
Fortunately, thanks to digital publishing
technologies, authors can repair such
mistakes and harm to demonstrate an ethics
of care toward the subjects that they are
rewarded for representing. As scholars,
we can adapt our practices to address past
mistakes to avoid replicating gendered and

racialized harm.
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Masako Ishii-Kuntz, Guro Korsnes Kristensen and Priscilla Ringrose, eds.

Comparative Perspectives on Gender Equality in Japan

COMPARATIVE
PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER
‘ EQUALITY IN JAPAN AND
NORWAY
|

SANE BT DUFERENT!

and Norway: Same but Different? [l
(Routledge 2021, ISBN 978-1-032-02779-1 [hbk], £120,00) 3R

Yuko Onozaka

(UiS Business School, University of Stavanger)

Scandinavian countries are the champions
of gender equality, whereas Japan is
substantially lagging. This is a generally
accepted perception supported by statistics
and international rankings. Nevertheless,
this book begins by highlighting the
commonalities shared by Japan and Norway:
both countries possessed similarly traditional
gender norms and division of household
tasks, and many pivotal moments that shaped
women’s social standing in each country
occurred simultaneously. So, why are they
so different today? Do they still share any
commonalities? This book endeavors to
analyze these intriguing questions.

Surely, a country’s state of gender
equality is influenced by the larger societal,
economic, and cultural contexts. The book
provides interesting insights through deep
comparisons between the two countries,
emphasizing both the processes and

manifestations through which gender (in)
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equality occurs, from the perspectives
of family and home (Part I), education
(Part II), media (Part III), sexuality and
reproduction (Part IV), and by the dialog
between two gender scholars (Part V). It
is presented as an anthology, the fruit of
an ambitious collaboration project among
16 gender studies scholars in Norway and
Japan. The authors synthesized the insights
from both countries and across themes,
thereby providing a convincing picture of the
commonalities and differences between the
two nations.

If one looks back into the late 19" century,
women’s primary roles were homemakers in
both countries. Following the second world
war and through the waves of modernization
and economic growth, gender equal
education was envisioned in both countries
(Ch. 4) as gender equality was presented
as an important policy agenda. Then, both

countries experienced the second wave
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feminist movement in the 1970s (Ch. 1) and
increased female labor force participation
through the 1980s (Ch. 4). In the 1990s,
fathers’ participation in childrearing became
an important issue, and paternity leave
policies were developed throughout this
decade (Ch. 3). However, both countries
have experienced a generally declining
fertility rate since the 1960s (Ch. 11).
Issues surrounding sexuality (Ch. 10) and
reproductive rights (Ch. 12) are relatively
new, so the current states are similar.
Likewise, no systematic country differences
are found regarding the introduction and
discussion of feminist values in higher
education, primarily due to the lack of
accepted pedagogical practices (Ch. 6).
Despite these similarities within the
dynamic societal changes, the two countries
are currently observed in substantially
divergent states of gender equality. In
Norway, women are better educated with
a higher labor force participation (Ch. 4),
a higher ratio of women in higher-status
positions (professors, Ch. 7), and a more
equal division of household work (Ch.
2 and Ch. 5) than in Japan. So why are
there differences? There are clearly direct
and substantial influences from the policy
instruments implemented to achieve gender
equality, such as paternity leave (Ch. 3)

and comprehensive measures to support

Ty —WgE 2575 20224

the promotion of female scholars (Ch. 7).
However, a more fundamental difference is
the perception of gender quality in society
(Conclusion section). In Norway, gender
equality is considered a human right, while
it is an “issue to be discussed” in Japan. The
importance of gender equality is undisputed
in Norway, meaning that society and
policymakers can focus on how to achieve
it. In contrast, Japanese people are still
culturally more adherent to traditional gender
roles (Ch. 2) and seem unable to reach a
consensus on action.

As a Japanese woman living in Norway
and working as a scholar and an educator
in a Norwegian university, I read this book
with great interest. Japanese people often
automatically assume that Scandinavian
countries have always been gender equal.
This book shows that it is not so—Norway
became a gender equal nation through
political will and social changes. There are
glimpses of changes in modern masculinity
and increased childcare participation among
fathers in Japan that could positively
influence gender equality. In addition, the
book provides a more nuanced picture of
gender equality in Norway, where men and
women still behave differently regarding the
choice of study fields, occupations, work
hours, and division of chores. They are also

not free of time-bind, despite the generally
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shorter work hours.

Although the book discusses gender
equality from diverse perspectives, it focuses
on the domains of home/family and school.
Consequently, it lacks a thorough discussion
surrounding the workplace. I believe that
including perspectives from economics,
management, and leadership literature can
enrich the discussion. For example, Norway
was the first to implement the mandatory
gender quota on corporate boards. It would

also be interesting to understand the influence
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of the strong egalitarian belief embedded in
Norwegian society on its implementation of
gender equality compared to the patriarchal
and hierarchal Japanese society.

In conclusion, this book provides valuable
knowledge and insights toward a better
understanding of the background and
processes of achieving gender equality for
scholars, practitioners, and readers interested
in gender equality in Norway, Japan, and

beyond.
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