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Abstract

“Wartime Women Painters Crossing Borders: Haruko Hasegawa, Fumie
Taniguchi, and Mitsuko Arai”

Megumi KITAHARA

How did women painters live from the 1930s to the end of the war in Japan?

This paper will introduce three women painters. (1) Haruko Hasegawa (1895-1967) oc-
cupied the core of a network of female Western-style painters. She visited France and other
Asian countries in which the Japanese military was expanding. (2) Fumie Taniguchi (Senka,
19102001, died in the U.S.) was a Japanese painter famous in the art world for her images of
modern girls. (3) Mitsuko Arai (Mitsu Yashima, 1908—1988, died in the U.S.), participated
in the proletarian art movement, and fled to the U.S.

The three women differed substantially in their activities and attitudes toward the war,
however, they shared two attributes: their dynamic spatial mobility and the contradictions
and conflicts they experienced by being both women and painters searching for self-expres-
sion. Their representations unsettled existing gender frameworks. This paper evaluates the
characteristic activities and visual representations of the three artists and probes the simi-
larities and differences between them. It also takes the gender perspective to investigate the
reasons for their oblivion, the gender norms of their times, and the existing concepts apropos

war paintings.
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