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Abstract

Gendered Representations of the “Third World”
Produced by a Japanese International Cooperation NGO:
Critiquing Colonialism in a Postfeminist Frame

Rintaro Kondo*

Critical media studies have addressed racialized and gendered representations of the “Third World”
by examining fundraising and advocacy materials from various actors in international development. This
study explores how girls in the Third World are portrayed in Japan by analyzing three YouTube commercials
produced by Plan International Japan, a leading Japanese non-governmental organization for international
cooperation focused on development programs for girls. Using a multimodal semiotic analysis considering
textual captions, moving images, narration, and music, the following points were clarified. Although Plan
International Japan’s commercials could disseminate gender-related development issues to a large audience,
they homogenize the Third World as an oppressed place of harmful patriarchal practices but do not depict
the reality of women’s oppression in Japan. Moreover, global capitalism’s structure, which exacerbates
women’s exploitation in the Third World, is erased. In discursively “outsourcing” patriarchy, combined
with the global capitalist structure, to an imaginary Third World static culture, postfeminist sensibilities
and colonialist fantasies mutually reinforce how gender equality has historically been achieved in Japan

and “liberated” women must save girls oppressed by a backward patriarchal culture.

Keywords: Third World representation, international cooperation, international development, colonialism,

postfeminism

* Osaka University

73





