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Abstract

Commoning Electric Washing Machines in Rural Japan

Fumi Iwashima*

This paper sheds light on communal laundry as an attempt towards commoning reproductive labour
from a feminist political ecology perspective. It focuses on the Senbon-Yanagi communal laundry case, in
which 28 farm women bought two electric laundry machines together. These young wives were responsible
for their family’s laundry in addition to their productive work. As they were too busy, they wanted to get
washing machines, but their family members refused, and they did not have sufficient funds to purchase
them. Eventually, they persuaded their families through conducting a time-use survey. After their village
was subsidised by the National Policy for New Rural Village Construction, they were able to implement
communal laundry, but this practice was short-lived. This paper shows that efforts to create a commoning

community do not represent mere nostalgia for the “good old days”

Keywords: commoning, feminist political ecology, rural women, electric washing machines, post-war Japan
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