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Abstract

Untangling the Manliness of the (Neo)Liberal Capitalist State:
The Family as the Foundation of Socio-Political Reproduction

Hiroko Takeda*

The primary purpose of this paper is twofold. First, it examines how the “manliness” inherent in the
(neo)liberal capitalist state, reproduced through the institution of the family, becomes an indispensable
part of authoritarian governance. Second, it explores in what ways counter-politics to such a governance
system could be developed by referring to both academic discussions and political practices in the US and
Europe. Drawing on feminist political economy, the paper attempts to articulate how the neoliberal “homo
oeconomicus,” while ostensibly gender-neutral, renders invisible and exploits women’s unpaid care labour
within the family, provoking divisions within both female and male populations and fostering violence
against the socioeconomically vulnerable.

Building on this analysis, the paper examines Japan’s modern and contemporary governing practices
— which locate individuals as “entrepreneurial subjects” within the family and encourage them to build and
maintain a happy family life — through the lens of biopolitics and necropolitics. Finally, it takes up family

abolitionism and new municipalism as cases of counter-politics against authoritarian neoliberal governance.

Keywords: neoliberalism, capitalist state, family, entrepreneurial subjects, feminist political economy
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