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Abstract

Dreaming of Another Place:
Intersectionality in the Social Reproduction of Yuko Tsushima'’s
The Woman Running Through the Mountains

Yuki Sanbayashi*

When intersectionality is expressed in novels, what form does it take? This paper examines Yuko
Tsushima’s “The Woman Running Through the Mountains,” a work where gender transgression has
traditionally been the primary focus. It discusses representations of childbirth and childcare—deeply
intertwined with gender—alongside representations of indigenous peoples, including the Ainu, within
the context of contemporary social conditions. This analysis frames these representations as issues of
intersectionality concerning social reproduction. Regarding representations of childbirth and childcare,
we find attempts to historically and contextually capture the experiences and voices of birthing women and
childcare providers amidst the fragility of the welfare regime, and to collectively navigate these structures.
Regarding representations of indigenous peoples, we argue that a critical stance emerges, one that transcends
and relativizes the postwar aporia of the “weak father” It then positions the novelistic technique in Tsushima’s
work as a mode of thinking, written as a “dream,” situated within this flow of internal repair within the

postwar welfare regime and the external intersectionality that revitalizes it.

Keywords: intersectionality, childbirth, shared childcare, weak fathers, indigenous peoples
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